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>. Eforc 1 fall upon the examination of the Reaſons brought 2 
5 — gainſt, and the diſcoyery of the falſe aſperſions caſt upon th 
Aembly by theſe papers mentioned; I do obteſt thee, Reader 
<4 A whoſoever thou. be inte hele hands this Vindicarion Walt 
9 come, in the fear of God, and as thou ioveſt nor to be leu a- 
4 4 way with errour, but to know and be led into the truth, that to 

the effect thou mailt une ponder this debate, and for 

thy edification diſcern on what fide truth and juſtice is 3 thou wouldeſt rake heed 
that thy judgement be not either blindefolded or byaſſed and fix'd'in Freie ty 
ſome what which may have ſtrong.influence this way, and yer is meerly extrinſe- 


call to the cauſe, as to the truth or falſhood, jultice o injuſtice. There be rhiree 
things whereof one or more have, I doubt not, had influence in the miffeading of 
ſome already in this matter, and may yer I ſuſpe& ee and fix ſome 
that are already w@ng in their errour,z and therefore I muſt warn rhe Reader that 
he come not to the reading of this paper with a minde pre- occupied with any of 
rheſe extrinſecall reſpects. n Srotoobome ins 
$.2.'1.Self-intereRR. It is far from my thoughts to charge this upon all who have 
concurred in-proteſting agaiuſt and declining the'Aflembly as the motive that led 
them thereupen ; I am perſwaded of many of them that they followed that courſe 
inthe ſimplicity of their heart; yet I leave it to all judicious men to conſider, 
and give their judgement, if it be not very likely that ſomewhat of this kinde was 
the {ſpring that moved ſome the prime contrivers and ſticklers in this buſineſſe, 
who having adventured upon ſuch High courſes aud attempts as they had been 
upon, and not being able to abide triall in theſe things by an Aﬀembly, wherein 
rhemſelyes were not able to bear the ſway, and carry things to their minde, and 
finding others in the ſimplicity of their heart with them diſliking ſome publike re- 
ſolutions and aQings, and ſo. apt to be led on with them upon any courſe that 
could be preſented with the celour of a teſtimony againſt theſe reſolutions and 
aftings, found it ſafeſt for their intereſt in _ times of confuſſon, rather 
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9 wofull a ſnare this, I mean not godlineſſe, but an oyerweeping. con- 
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any thing intentionally, or formally and directly intending „ 
any olube Ordinances af Chrilt, ſetled in this Kirk e the peace: thereof: a 
tha if: they ba led on in any cou ſe: on the matter, prejudicial ta any of theſe, it 
25 many went out with Abſalom, in ibo ſimplicity of ibeir heart. e 

- - Bur 1. It would: be cemembred t hat men may be very ⁊ealous in their intenti- 
ons for God, and yer that zeal. be: not according io knowledge j where chere is 
much real fon an end, there may be alſo. muck: miſtaking about Mid/ee towards 
the end: and where there is, much and clear knowledge about many things, there 
may be much miſtaking abaut ane or more particulars: a good intent ion is ne- 


ceflary t hat a man may be approved before God in his action, but it is: nas enough 


to males his action good ar imitable by others, it muſt be warranted, by the Ward 
of God ur ſaund reaſon : And certainly this is: the chief thirg to be conſidexed by 
thoe, ere thou allow, fallo w, e comply with cheicaurſe of any other man ; not hat 
od intem ions or zeal they do profeſſe, but What good. warrant or reaſon. they 
ve for their courſe: Ay but may ſome great knawer-(2y, This: is poor, ho knows 
not thit .? this ia a common known prĩneiple of acting, that we ſhould not lippen 
to mens profe ſſi ons ef ſtrength, honeſt and good intentions, hut look. hat · war- 
rant they have far their act ions. Ir is true, it is a common and plain principle, 
but common principles are better non then made uſe, of, and have need to be 
prefied that they may be heeded imour actings, and amongſt others this eſpecially 
in theſe times: great profeſſions of honeſt and ſtraighi intentions and purpoſes; 
eſpecially made hy men who: are preſumed: to have much knowledge, and have 
been Sound in many things right, are ready to make others who: are credulous and 
more-imple, oft times ſecure and negligent ta prove and try their actions, and ſo 
oft times to ſuffer themſelves to be led out of the: way. * 
2. Albeit, as L ſaid be fore, da nat queſtion, the: uprĩgheneſſe and ſinerrity of 
the profeſſions of ſome aer ben V 0 intentions and affection, yet I ſſiall de- 
ſire the Reader to compace the profeſſions made in the narrative of the Proteſta- 
tion in hand, with ſome late practiſes of ſome that had hand therein, and:rheſe 
not of the law Form. 
$ 5: 1. They profeſs, that while they liue it ſball be acknowledged by them: how gra» 
cious God hath been in giuing to this Church pure Ordinances, and thas they deſire: mercy 
and grace ta adbere tathe doftrine, diſcipline; worſhip, aud gauermneni aſtabliſbed inthe 
Land. his indeed is a goed profeſſion, but ſuppoſing this (which is of it ſelf 
certain and evident) that when we ſpeak. of precious eſtimation, and adbering 
to the diſcipline and government. eſtabliſhed: inf this Kirk, we mult conceive 
this in relation ro theſe Ordinances, not only in the abſtract; and in dogmare; but 
alſo in cencreto, and as they ate in actu exercito, — exiſting; and exerci ſed in 
judicatories conſtituted accordingly. Let a man profeſſe what he will of ſounds 
noſſo and conſtancy in point of judgement, concerning the diſcipline and govern- 


mem eſtabliſhed in the Kirk, yer if he be found a contemneroſ the exerciſe of 


that diſcipline, and of the lau full judicatures ĩnveſted with the government, no 
wiſe man will acknowledge that man to have a due eſtimation of, or to be a con- 
ſlant · adheret unto the Ordinances, except, may be, ſo farre as he holds ſomewher 
ef them in his own hand, and that is: himſelf Ney, (uct: pnofeſſians are bus 
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YeurAoylat and C/, food words and fair ſpeeches: tddereive he bau- of the 
. laid 2 2 ingenuous and indifferent man take inte conſide/ 
ration but ſome practiſes of the proteſters, and judge how e they are te 
the former profeſſion of teſpect, and adhering unto the diſcipline and government 
ſetled in this Kirk. } | | 
1. Cendemning of acts and conſtitutions of ſupream -judicatories of this 
Kirk, moſt unanimouſly concluded ( themſelves: being preſent, and not con- 
rradiQting,bur poſitively by their votes conſenting thereto ) and that nor in a pri- 
vate way, but in a Remonſtrance publikely emitted to the world, and 0 
the State, without having ſo much reſpect to theſe judicatures, and (which due 
eſtimation and adhering unto the eſtabliſhed government of the Kirk did re- 
quire) once to have had reeourſe tot hem, firſt by ſupplication or deſire to reex- : 
amine or take to their conſideration again thoſe acts and conſtitutions, yea, re- 
fuſing to apply themſelves to ſuch a way as that, when adviſed and earneſtly preſ- 
ſed thereunto as more orderly, by ſome to whoni they communicated the deſign of 
the Remonſtrance. The former part of this is evident from theWeſtern Remon- 
Rrance,condemning the Treaty with the King,and the clofing thereof, though al- 
lowed, approved, and ratificd by the general A a If it be ſaid, hat that 
KNemonſtrance was communicated to the Commiſſieners of the Kirk before it 
was preſented to the State; T har is true, but beſide that the Commiſſioners had not 
power to judge the acts and conſtitutions of the generall Aſſembly, it was commu- 
nicate to them meerly to have had their concurrence in preſenting it to the State, 
if that could have been obtain*d, but not with any deſire to adviſe and give their 
judgement upon the matter contained in it: yea, theſe that came with it, when 
required, if chey had any power committed to them to change any thing of it, they 
plainly declared that thongh ſome expreſſions might be changed, yet they had not 
power, and were not to alter one ieta of the matter, ſo determined were they of 
themſelves, and anteceden: ly to the cognition of the publike judicatories. The lat» 
ter part is evidenced by lome Letters written to the Lords Regiſter about the time f 
of the contriving of that Remonſtrance from Edenburg, and intercepted at the 
ferry of Airth or thereabout. | 
2. Publike vilifying of Acts of the Generall Aſſembly, as not to be preſſed 
in matters of conſcience ; witneſſe that ſpeech uttered publikely in the Commiſſi- 
on at Sterlin, where in conference upon the Weſtern Remonſtrance, when the 
Moderator did once and again mention and preſſe the act oſ the Generall Aſſem- 
dly, approving the cloſe of the Treaty with the King, and the Declaration of the 
ſame Aſſembfy emitted when the Engliſh Army entred the Land, againſt that 
part of the Remonſtrance condemning the cloſe of the Treaty, It was publikely an- 
{wered, Preſſe me not with humane conſtitutions in matters of conſcieuce; all that were 
preſent who were many from ſeverall parts of the Kingdom beſides the Commiſſi- 
oners can remember this. 7 
3. Tumultuous deſerting and running out of the publick judicature of the 
Kirk, and threatning the ſame, becauſe of ſome matter carried therein con- 
wary to their own minde : Witneſſe their carriage at the Commiſſ. at Perth, Nov. 
1650. where becauſe of that moderate ſenſe given then upon the Weſtern Re- 
monſtrance, many of them did in a diſorderly way deſert and leave the Commiſ- 
ſion, nevet deigning to come to any meeting thereof afrerward 3 Some of them as 
they were a going our, threatning from an high place with aloud voice in ſuch 
words as thele : e agen dey 6 bout of it yet: 8 
1 ; 4. T aking 
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„ Taking upen ihem to determine in matters ef moſt publike and resten con- 
eernment antecedently unto, and without ſo much as once ſeeking or waiting for 


the judgement of the publike Judicatories, to which the determination of ſuck mat - 
ters doth belong, and private men and inferiour judicatories ought to have their 
recourſe, before they take upon them to emit any determination thereanent 3 wit- 
neſſe the Weſtern —— canes determining the excluſion of the Kings intereſt 
out of the quarrell of the defenſive war before any advice or ſentence thereupon gi- 
ven or ence ſought. from any publike judicatory. 

F—Emitting cauſes of a publike faſt, and (ending them abroad to all the preſ- 
byteries, and congregations of the Kingdome, being but private men not having 
authority nor being a publike judicatory : witneſſe the faſt appointed and cauſes 
thereof emitted from Sterl.Sept.16 50. Wherein take theſe things in conſiderations 

1. The meeting that emitted theſe canſes was ne publike judicatory, but ſome 
Miniſters that attended the Army and ſome of the Commiſſ. 

2. Tbat ſundry godly and underſtanding men in that meet ing earneſtly endea- 
roured that the condeſcending upon publike cauſes of the wrath of God manifeſt» 
ed in that defeat at Dunbar, as cauſes of a faſt might be delayed untill the next 
week — there might be a full meeting of the Commiſſioners con- 
veened to go about that purpoſe with authority and more deliberation, but were 
born down by the vehemency and headſtrong for wardneſſe of ſome who are chief 
men in this Proteſtation, profeſſing ſo great reſpect, to the eſtabliſned government 
of this Kirk. f 

3. That there was no neceflity of ſuch haſte in emitting particular cauſes (there 
was rather much er in doing it upon ſo ſhort deliberation ) ſeeing the pub- 
like calamity and the known publike fins was cauſe evident enough to all of bu- 
miliation for the preſent,and within lefle then fix daies a meeting of the Commiſ- 
ſioners might have been conveened (as it was de facto conveened within that (pace) 
to condeſcend upon particulars. If this, or all theſe things being conſidered was 
not uſurpation and contempt of lawfull authority, and the government eſtabliſhed 
in this Kirk, I know not what is. To ſay that the Commiſſion in their meet- 
ing is that followed did approve of theſe cauſes emi: ted by them, ir doth not avail 
to clear them From uſurpation and eontempt of the government: For to ſay nothing 
of that, that the Commiſlion.did both alter ſome what in them, and adde to them 
a neceſſary article of recommending prayer for the King ( as well as mourning for 
his fins ) in the humiliation which ſcemed to have been purpoſely left out, as ap- 
pears by the debate made about it, when it was motioned and deſired in the Com- 
miſſion for the ſpace of half an hour at leaſt to ſay nothing of this, that which che 
Commiſſioners approved was the matter of theſe cauſes, and not the way of e- 
miſſion wherewith many of che Commiſſioners ſhew themſelves excecding]y dis- 
ſatisfied as a practice without example, and a preparative tending tothe overthrow 
of 132 of the government, but did forbear to challenge ir at thax time for 

e ſake. 

6. Suffer ing ſome in their publike meeting at Edinburg, contrary to ſolemn 
Declaration and Oath made both in our N aionall Covenam and Solemn League and 
Covenant. by writ to repreſent this ns a N of Gods wrath upon the Land 
that we had bound and engaged our ſelves to Preꝛbyteriall government, without 
any cenſure paſſed upon the laid paper, or Teſtimony given againſt ic to this day, 
though now ie be going abroad in print. | | 

7. Taking upon them judicially to determine a Generall Aſſembly, convened, 


contigued, 
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a pablick way condema rhe acts thereof, 'which ao power — 
another general Aſſembly could do 3 and v0 | 


aſſume unto themſti tes the authority 
of n publike judicarure in rhe Kirk, us having a Commiſſion from another prior 
General Aﬀembly, which was indeed extin& and void, or ſuppoſe the power thre 
of be only inqueſtion, To adume (I ſay) that power before: it was exumined 
determined by a Judge Comperent, whether che interveening Afſembly:i( whoſe 


fully conſtitute or not, all che world ſhall not be able to clear this from ututpacton, 
I ſhall adde no more inſtances to this purpoſe, though I might adde not a few. AH 
7 as for theſe I have brought, the reader may perceive that they do not belong dx ect 
ly and formally to the matter of the. queſtions in controverſie between the Prote- 
ſters and the late Judicatories of the Kirk, but that they are ſuch as, ſuppoſe the ju- 
dicatures had gone wrong in · ſome of theſe matters in conttoverſieytt can nete 
cleared from contempt and wronging of the eſtabliſſed q overument of This 
Kick. Wherter in their carriage or relation to the late generall Aſſembly they 
have done anſwerable to their profeſſion here for the eſtabliſhed government, 1 
leave it to be judged by what felloweth in the examinarion of the Reaſons rhey 
alledge for what they did- n benz 
8 6. Their next ptetenſion or profeſſion is, That rbey dook apo whe preſent f 
ferences of the Lovds feroants of the Miniftery, as unt of thegreateſt woken? of whe Lyrds 
— ede — A Ae my 2 it 3 — e — he 
Lord in the ſenſe air meant within the compuſſe ir o- 
er and — to endeavour the remedy. Verily theſe differences ate lo to be — 
upon, Becauſe of the anger of the Lord is the Land derkned,s man fperetb not his brother 
Epbraim & againſt Manafeeh, and Manaſſeh againſt Ephraim, and both Agi 
And as all the Lords ſervants and people in the Land have cauſe to detumbled be- 
fore the Lord in the ſenſe thereof, ſo ſome of thoſe brerhren in a ſpecial} way 'ss 
being the main aut hours and 3 of theſe rents and divigons. Let impar 
tiall men look back and conſider the beginning and progreſſe in every ſtep — 
preſent diviſions in the Kirk and Kingdom, ſince the defeat at Danbey, und fee 
who have been the prime agents therein: I ſhall but point ar ſomeparticiilars. 
Who were they that afrer Dunbar divided one part of the remnant of the Army 
from rhe other (which was the firſt appearing Rep of our divifions) und won, 
never ſuffer them to joyn and unite again ? Was not the contriving of the We- 
ſtern Remonſtrance the next ſtep of our divifiens? and of ir ſelf à moſt divifive 
courſe, as containing poſitive determinations of matters of publike and higheſt 
concernment, and condemning of publike approved acts, not only of the State; 
but alſo of che Generall Aſſembly, by private men without any advice had or 
fought from Kirk or State; yea, containing alſo in che cloſe thereof a band en- 
gag lng themſelves to proſecute the marters of that Remonſtrance according to 
theit power, a thing judged alwaies in this Kirk moſt diviſive, for any private 
men to do by themſel ves. Was is not ſome of thoſe brerhren who when rhe cotife- 
5 rence wes at Perth upon the Remonſtrance, oppoſed by all means conjunction a- 
. monz ſt the diſtracted Forces of the Kingdom ? and when it was propounded in 
3 the conference that they enjoying their own judgement — the difown. 
ing of the Kinge Intereſt, e ounds of the quarr AN = 
agreed with the reſt of the wage es would foyn with the reſt of the 4 12 
defence ugainſt che Invaders; re- 
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x © Abe tet theß brethrea the tne 
| © Weſtern Remonftrance, though mo 
moderate, and with much tendernefle and reſpect to the perſons having Band in 
it, 'withdrew themſelves in a very rumultuary and diforderly manner, never deign- 
ing to come again to the meeting thereof, vhich was the next ſtep of our diviſions ? 
Was it not a — _ — — mn was fem to the e 
gery concerning perſons to be employed ſor defence of the countrey, preſent! 
_ —— ebrough' the Countrey ( under pretence af Wick gs 
-as Letters to the Commiſſion expreſſing theit ſrruples) condemning the 
id reſolution as a deſection from the Covenant and former principles? Suppole 
they thought in their conſciences that reſolution to be ſuchz yea, ſuppoſe that re- 
ally it had contained ſome matter of that kinde, and that the Commiſſioners had 
erred { as humanum eſt labi) yet ſhall they never be able to clear themſelves before 
indifferent and impartiall men of divifive walking, in difdaining to come and 
propound their doubts and reaſons againſt that reſolurion in an amicable and mo- 
deft way in the Commiſſion it ſelf, and raking ſuch a way of writing and ſpread- 
ing abroad teſtimonies ( as they call'd them) amongſt themſelves peremptori- 
ly condemning, traducing, and rending to the rendring odious honeſt, godly, and 
Gichfull brethren,and agenting as diligemtly as they could ro induce others through 
rhe Countrey to do the like. Many other inftances of their divifive motiens might 
be given, but by thus much let any man judge if they have not cauſe to be deeply 
humbled for the diviſions in the Land amongſt the Lords ſervants. And as 
for their profeſſion of endeavours by all lawfall and fair means within 
rhe compaſſe of their power and ſtation, to remede theſe diviſions. It is 
the duty indeed of all who would prove lively Members of Chriſts Body, 
and lovers of the profpecity of Zion, And happy were the man that could 
be the peacemaker, and the repairer of our breaches : But if the late and pre- 
ſent practiſes of theſe dur brethren do well agree with this. profeſſion, lex 
God und indifferent godly men judge. I ſhall not now iafiſt upon the carriage 
and motions of ſome of them inthe beginning of the late Aſſembly at S* Andrews 
(which were by a reverend, judicious, godly and moderate man, in their own hear- 
ing ſaid juſtly to be fiery motions & petercjugulumpacis ) nor yet upon their pro- 
— againſt the Aſſembly. As to that effect of it 1 am now upon, I ſhall only 
ſay 'chis ſor the preſem; Had it not been a more probable and Chriſtianlike 
meant for temedy ing the divifions, to have dealt for a meeting of judicious and 
godly men of both ſides through the Kingdom (which certainly was within the 
compa ſſe of their — and ſtation) for brotherly and amicahle conference 
in equall cearmes about the differences, then that they being but the one (ide, to 
rake upon them the authority of a publike judicatory, and by themſelves ſtreight- 
way to eondemn the other fide as guilty of carrying on a courſe of defection, and 
that to be the main bauſe of Gods wrath upon the Land 3 and to go on and conti- 
nue in thut aſlumed authority, and acting by vertue thereof (as they declare perem- 
prorſly they will do; in their anf er given to the moderate and peaceable paper ſent 
to them by the Synod of Lothian at their late meeting in Nov.) while as x moſt 
part of the Miniſtry of the Kingdom cannor in conſcience bur reftifie againſt this 
as aſurpation, which muſt heighten differences and render them more incurable: 
9 1A tdi hte born without pre judice to themſelyes for peace. 
fakeet leaſt- until char other way had bren eſſayed ? I (peak not now for the law - 
ul nelld of the late Allembly;or of the publike reſolutions; but ſuppoting theſe mat · 
37 . B — 
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ters to be bjudzee te, as bey ney are at moſt between us 1 hem, cor 
a way Lale Wige to union between the parties differ [Of 
to render the diviſions deſperate, then for the one party and that the far lefſeparty 


by more as one to ten, to condemn the other in a publike way, and repreſent them 
as the main procurers of the wrath of God upon the Land, and to take upon them 
at their own hand to be judges over them? Dear brethren, Gad will net be moc- 
ked, this is not agreeable to profeſragns of deſires and endeavours. by all fair and 
lawfull means to endeayour to remedy differences. What theſe our bretheren will 
| hereafter do towards peace, I cannot nor will take upon me to predeterm ine any 
with prejudice againſt them ; many of them. I am perſwaded are men fearing 
God, and not only loving the peace of Zion, but alſo are learned and under- 
ſtanding in theſe things that belong to the peace of the Kick ; yer certainly ir 
s feared by many both godly and wiſe, that ſome amongſt them, for all the buſi» 


neſſe that is made about conferences upon the differences ( which indeed are not to 
be rejected but followed by all means) and profeſſious made of aimes and defires - 
thereby to to have diviſions removed, that have no other purpoſe hut ſo fat as they 


can to ſtrengthen themſelvs in their own way in every point, and to fix the dixiſion 
from the molt part of the Kirk of Scetland. T he good Lord avert this. Bur if they 
ſhall appear at laſt, men of underſtanding and ſoundneſſe, upon that ſide of the dif- 
ferences will remember and make uſe of what they have learned and know and 
bave profefled concerning the Church, the conſtitution thereof, ſchiſme and ſepa- 
ration,againſt Independents and Separatiſts. f n 
It ſheuld now follow t hat we ſhould come to the examination of the Reaſons 
alledged againſt the late Aſſembly: but that there is one paſſage more in the Nar- 
tative of he Proteſt ation which cannot be paſſed over without ſome enquiry upon 
it, it is in theſe words 3 But that as the ſaithſull ſervants of Feſus Chriſt in thi Land in 


former times did by the good band of God on them, bring the work. of Reformation unto a 


great perfection and nigh conformity to the firſt pattern: ſo unſaithfull men, minding their 
Own fx more then the things of Chriſt, and uſurping over their hrethren and the Lords 
inberitance,did deface the beauty thereof, firſt by encroaching upon the liberty and fieedome 
of 4 ferblies, afterwards by taking away the very Aſſemblies themſelves 3 and therefore 

remembring,&c. I thall not ſtay here to examine the grammar and Logick of this 

paſſage is relation to antecedents and conſequents; wherein ir ſeems whileas they 

ave been too forward and. earneſt to let out indirectly a blow at honeſt men, they 

have ſomewhat overſeen themſelves as might be cleerly evidenced, bur this is not 

worth the while: Nor ſhall I inſiſt much to enquire what myſtery way be inſi- 
nuared there where they ſay, that the faithfull ſervants of Chriſt in former times. 
brought the work of Reformation in Scotland to 4 nigh conformity with the firſt partern, 
and to 4 great perfection. Since theſe epit hets of great and nigb, cannot be looked upon 
in this place but as termini diminucates; becauſe perfection and conformity 10 a rule, 
are in themſelves and in their own pure ſignification, ſuch termes as ne epithere of 
quantity in the meere poſitive degree can be added to them without diminution of 
the things ſignified by them ; when you ſay an acion is come to a great perfection 
and umo a nigh conformity, you ſay not ſo much as if you ſaid — ly it is come 
to perfection and to * with its rule: Now. the werk of Reformation 
here bein 2 of et wr ences os the bretheren would do well to tell, — 
it were wiſedom for every honeſt profeſſor to enquire, What they judge wanting o 

perfection and conformity to the pattern in the Reformation ee — 
nances, carried on by the good hang of Gad upon theſe his ſeryasts: for mine own 


part * 
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part Tami-norgiven to be jealous, yer I think ir is ſaſe now to take heed, 10 l¼j 
agu in herb, the rather kn it hath been the way of ſome in theſe 
Lands, ſince the work of uniformity begun in them, to ſay, that the work of Re- 
formation in Scotland was indeed a good way on, but that yet there are further at 
rainments then it was brought to. And now it is begun boldly to be preſented to 
a meetingꝭ prerending to be the — Commiſſion of the Kirk, that the taking 
of Presbyteriall government as the greateſt perfection attainable in Kirk govern- 
ment, and, that the maintaing leſſe then poſitive evidences of gtace, is ſufficient 
for conſtituting one a member of the viſible Kirk, and ſundry ther weighty 
ee of the doctrine and diſcipline of rhe Kirk ef Scotland, are chief cauſes that 
re brought on the preſenr judgements upon the Land; which I dare ſay the pre- 
ſenter of them would never hazarded to kave preſented, had he not known of ſome 
— of them in ſome Miniſters. Nay I will ſay further, though the man 
underſtanding a$to his ſtatien beyond many others, yer — Ren him 
beſt, and will confider rhe ſtile, contrivance and conceptions in theſe articles now 
extant in print, will (I doubut not) {ay there hath been the hand of Foab, ano—-— 
ther head and pen in them then his own 3\T his by the way. That which I would 
have eſpecially obſerved in this paſſage is, to what purpoſe in this place are brought 
in theſe unfaithfull men ( · the prelats) their minding their own things, 
And all this made an antecedent, whereupon is inferred the Proteſtation againſt 
the Late Aſſembly; for immediatly it followeth, Thorefore remembring, &. 
Whereunto tendeth all this bur to bear in hand all that ſhall. happen to reade this 
Proteſtation, I hat the brot hren that have been lately, and are oppoſite to them, 
have been, and are treading the ſteps of theſe unfaithful men the Prelats, and their 
mentioned practiſes: A ſhrewd ſuggeſtion (to ſay no worſe) againſt their Bre- 
thren, many of whom nor only ſuch as yet they dare not but profeis to eſteem high · 
by of, but even many others whom they deſpiſe, have been honoured of God to 
and conſtant againſt Prelats ufurpations, for the liberty of Aſſemblies, when feu 
of their accuſers had the honour to have their hand at the work 5 yea, ſome (ir may 
be thoſe from whom this ſuggeſtion iſſued ) were taking unwarrantable orders 
fromPrelats,and doing more too. How can honeſt Chriftian hearts endure to admit 
{o flanderous a ſuggeſtion againſt ſo many honeſt men, whole faithfulneſſe, inte- 
grity, and conſtancy in the truth have been ſo well known and ſeal'd by God? Iui⸗ 
tulerat Gracchos ( I ſpeak nor of them all) de ſeditione loquentes ?. it need be, it 
will be eaſie to diſcover, or rather to name (for they are not hid in the dark) the 
prelaticall ſteps that ſome have trod theſe years by-palt. ; 

$. 14. We ſhall now weigh the-reaſons whereupon the Proteſtatien is builr, 
and which have been added lately as bu: treſſes to hold ir up. Surely the grounds 
whereupon men would venture upon ſuch an act, or others would joyn in appro- 
ving it, had need to be weighty in themſelves, and relevant, and alſo cleat to mens 
conſciences. To proteſt againſt, or diſlent from ſome particular acts and conſtitu- 
tions of a general Aſlembly, is a thing which may be done without perill of ſchiſm, 
and without derogation te the authority and being of government ; but when a a 
generall Aſſembly it ſelf is proteſted againſt, and declined as unlawfull and ha» 
ving no authority at all, who ſees not how bad the conſequences muſt be in that 
Kirk : hardly can it by any humane means but turn to a fixed ſchiſm, which 
thing how have godly orthodox Chriſtians in all ages of the Kirk deteſted and 
abhorred: chookng rather to tolerate even great offences, which they did ſee, but 
could not mend, then to divide the Kirk of T_ : And then it would be os 
A ouſly 
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al con ſiterad if tho rei ſanꝭ and greunds of fuck an ad be not clear andreltvanc; 
how high an attempt it 59 againſt the Kingly office of Chriſt to trample unde 
foot his ſupream exrernall court in a nati bKirk's Come we then and ponder 
T heir firſt real; ang 5 2 g —— —— 
That the Bledtion of Commiſſioners to the ſame ed andprejudged in 
liberty thereof; by 4 letter. and act of the Commiſſion of the leſt A flembiꝝ ſemto Prechyres 
riet, appointing ſuch brethren as after eonference remained unſaticfietl with and commued 
be 5 refoluttons to he citdd to the General Aſſembly; In the late larger 
Paper emitted and fptead abroad ſinck (wherein av. may be conceited are mu- 
ſtered all the forces that could be gathered together againſt that A ſſembly, and 
more heads have been employed in ir then one, every man that reads ir diſcerneth 
whoſe pen hath given the form and frame to it. And any diſcerning man alſo ma 
perceive in ic ſomething of the ſchool, and ſomething of Law and Regiſters whi 
rhe former behoved to have from ot her quarr ĩers) it is put in ſyllogiſt ick form thus: 
That i no p ee generall Aſſembih the eleſtion of whaſe Commiſſioners is ſo —— 
prelimited in the due fd eedom and liberiy thereof, that many Miners of Pres es in 4 
capacity to be choſen for their abiltty and faith ſuineſſe, are by the Precbyteries at 
the order and appointment of a ſupreme judicatory paſſed by and ſet aſide in the E- 
lect ion, and rendrei incapable io be menibers thereof. But the late meeting is ſuch, There» 
ore, &c. IT. 1 43645 . X 
þ 5. 16. We will not here follow om foot for foot the tract of many objections, 
which the contrivers of this paper either have ſome way found made by others; or 
have formed to themlelves at their own pleaſures againſt this and other following 
reaſons, and their replies thereunto, bur ſhall propound ſuch anſwers as we con- 


ceive diſcover the nullity o his and the other reaſons, not omitting the conſide- 


ration of any thing contained in this paper, which may ſeem to meet with what 
we ſhall bring as occaſion ſhall be offered without tying our ſelves to the order of 
this paper: for anſwer then to the firſt ground. 105 | 1561 
5-17. 1. As it lyeth in the Proteſtation, it could have no force to prove any il 
legality or nullity of the Aſſembly at the time of the Proteſtation : Suppoſe the 
Commiſſioners act and letter had indeed contained undue prelimitations, becauſe 
this fault of the Commiſſioners could not be imputed to the Aſſembly to nullifie 
it, while as yet it was as to the knowledge of the Aſſembly, but an alledgance not 
proved that ſuch undue prelimiration had been u ed in the election of Commiffi- 
oners, and they had not as yet determined it, and approved the deed of the Com- 
miſſion, nor any deed of Presbyteries done thereupon in elections: At the giving 
in of this Preteſtation the Aſſembly had not as yet eonſidered the Commiſſio- 
ners proceedings, neither indeed was it in their power to cognoſce upon excepti- 
ons againſt the Commiſſion, without change of the order of proceeding that had 
been uſed conſtantly in all bygone time, and upon a great debate with the Parl. it 
felf in the Aſſembly, it had been eſtabliſh'd by a formal act, as the proteſtors them 
fe ves well underſtood and acknowledged. And therefore upon that it was that they 
offered to the Aſſembly be tore the chooſing of the Moderator, a paper preſſing the 
neceſſity of changing and reforming the order of the proceeding A ſſembly, which 
before had alwaies been in uſe, as it ſome of themſelves had not been the main 
maintainers and procurers of the eftabliſhing of that order before when it made 
for them, and as it the Aſſembly as yet but in heap of the matter, and not conſt itute 
into a judicatory, could have taken imo conſideration and altered the practiſe — 
conſti- 
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own freedom, the election is free and valid, and nothing can be inferred againſt 
che Aﬀembly as unfree and illegal! in the conftitution thereof; becauſe ot any fuch 
A& or Letter of the Commiſſioners; As folticiration active of judges,” or mem 
bers of a judicature, proves not a judicature corrupt, unleſſe it can be eviden- 
ted that they have accepted and yeelded to the follicitation: Now doth this Paper 
prove either of theſe as it undertaketh, and wonfd bear the Reader n hand, when 
faith, the ſecond Propofirion' is proved good ? and ingennous Reader conſider if 
it do ſo. ö Js 5 141 Q 3H 3; 4 Y 
$ 18. And firft, For the latter of theſe two particulars, what ſaith it ? The ſecond 
& proved by the Presbyteries proceeding according tothe letter and act of the Commuſſio« 
ners ſent unto them about the time of their chooſing (\vmmiſſioners appointing that ſuch, &c. 
'- Auſw. Did the writer of this Paper at the emitring of it think that 4t ſhoüld 
come ever under the confideration of diſcerning and impartiall judgements that 
would try ere they truſt ? or rather hath he purpoſed that it ſhould come to none 
but ſuch as were preengaged or pte · limited to take any thing off his hand for good 
coin, proof good enough; for here as to that of rhe aſſumption on which we are 
for the preſent, there is nothing but a peritio principij; a naked affirming the ſame, 
which was alledged before in the firſt ſerting dawn of the aflumprion, For what 
elſe is it har is fad here, Presbyieries proceeding according to the act and letter of &cz 
but the ſame that was alledged there, That Prethyterier at ibe order and appointment 
of 4 ſupream jullicatory paſſe by, &c. And therefore whatever the Writer ſaith after- 
ward in the pretended proof of that aſſumption concerning the things included in 
the Commiſſi oners act and lerre', to ſhew that they intended preſimitation of 
the election of Commiſſioners, let it be never ſo true, it is but words which he 
gives his Reader in the cloſe of that ſection, ſaying, Theſe things do cleariy prove 
that there was ſuch 4 prelimitation of clefions as is formerly ſpoken of; for let theſe 
things be never fo clear as ſpoken of, the Commiſſion act and letter, yet for 
ought that he hath (aid as yer, ir is not clear that Presbyteries proceeded according 
to theſe,or were paſſively prelimited by them, that they did not uſe their own liberty - 
in Election; And ſo the ſecond Propoſition is not yet proved. | 
$ 19. I affirm and make good, That Presbyteries were not paſſively prelimi- 
ted but choſen freely. 8 | n 
1. A great part of the Presbyter ies W ſay without over-reaching ) four 
3 parts 
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4 281 Were not Sap relim $5.2 Dur Fe 
2 0 la ries Who had any 1 20 the reſolution the farce moſt 
part * —. no 5 4 eic Commiſſioners, Ga chooſed ſuch, 
and athers-orherwile minded indifferently. ( as will 2 by the Rolls of the A, 
ſembly, and the conſideration of. the mindes of Presbyteries at that time) 
and theſe very few who didi paſſe them by in their election, did it meert 
ly of their own accord; following the freedom of their own minde, without 


imitation hy any thipg from without z the conttary is not-proved and we can 
Kacke — 464 who:did paſſe by ſuck exe that yes letter came to 
them or were made knownby them. X 
S 20. Againſt this ſecond fomewhat may ſeem to be ſaid. in the Writers reply 
rorhe third obje&ion he forms againſt. the firſt argument of the A ſſemblies nul- 
lity 3 There in the objeRion amongft other pacticulars alledged it is {aid inthe 
third. That the letter and act had little or na influence upon 222 in ihn choice 
bnmiſſionere, ro which it igreplicd] by rhe writer, Th is ſpoken againſt the gruth, 
or proefs wWhereef he gi veth t heſe inftances. _ _. e eee 
1. All abe Miniſtert 28 the publike veſolutions are known to be honeft and 
fauthfull, and moſt of them: ſuch as bad wont theſe years paſt, becauſe of their ability am 
integrity ta be choſen (ommiſſioucrs, an of them were choſen this year in Presbyterics 
to the 4ſSemblics, and if am ſuch were choſen, it was where the whole Presbyterics. were 
ungnz;mons 42 4intt the puplike reſolutions, or if the prechytery was divided in their judge- 
ments, they were ihey for zbe moſt part either fres elect ions, or diſſents or proteſiations 
againſt the election of ſuch as were unſatisfied with the publike reſolutions, or elſe buth, as 
in the elefions of Sterlin and Glaſgo 3 of all which no reaſon can be given except the af 
. «nd letter ofthe Commiſſion. To the matter of that inſtance we ſay theſe few things. 
1. It is too wide a word, all the Miniſters that res the publike reſolutions are 
known to be, c. And however many of them will not be queſtiened robe ſuch, yet 
we muſt (ay ſome even of theſe. were not ſo faithful as they ought to have been this 
laſt year bypaſt in the particular of the defence of Countrey and Covenant in all 
the {worn articles thereof. T his the Nation feels to day, and poſterity when this 
generation is dead and rotten, will give impartiall judgement of it. 2, Be 
it ſo that ſome that were wont to be choſen Commiſſioners, were not now 
choſen, yet tbis is for little purpoſe to the point, to prove that the election was car- 
ried by influence of the Commiſſioners Letter. T bat the ſame men have wont to 
be eften without intermiſſion choſen to be Commiſſioners, the whole Kirk was 
growing ſenſible of the danger of this thing, whereby the whole power of publike 
government was neerby become ſetled in the pelons of ſome particular men, and 
theſe but a few, as conſtant Commiſſioners of the Kirk. If ever the Lord ſhall be 
pleaſed to grant again to this Kirk the liberty of a Generall Aſſembly, it were ne- 
ceſſary that Presbyteries be prelimited indeed that they make not ſuch an uſe and 
wont. 3. That few oppoſers were choſeſ it is no wonder, becauſe they were but 
few in compariſon of the reſt of the Miniſtry of Scotland. 4. Even where neither 
whole Presbyter ies were unanimous, againſt the publike reſolut ion, nor yet the 
plurality were oppoſers, yer ſome unſatisfied were choſen Commiſſioners without 
2 contrary election, and withour proteſtation (diſſent ing in the enumerat ion is 
idlely reckoned up) as is eyident by the Commiſſioners both of the Univerſity and 
Presbytexy of Aberdeen: I here was a Proteſtatĩon againſt the oppoſing brother, but 


it was taken up and paſſed from, and the election unanimouſly, approving er 
| war 
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no particular inſtances of all theke Fores but only two; theſe of Glaſes and Ster- 


way of proving that the Letter and AR of rhe Commiſſion had much influence 
ion of Commiſſioners againſt à mins denying it, to ſay, no other 
reaſon can. be given of theſe elected, and theſe not elected, and this or that done 
ein election of ſome oppaſers okghe publike reſolutions, but the letter and act 
of the Commiſſion, what is this but do beg the queſtion? And when you have af - 
firmed a thing, and take upon you to prove it, to do no more for proof of it but 
to ſay the adverſary cannot prove the negative; · whetcas afirmani7 incumbet probatid, 
and yet e ſay another reaſon may be given of theſe thingy then Whar the Writer 
alledgeth. See 5 9... er % 32, eee 01907 
As for the Elections mentioned here, + word of them, and ſe we paſſe on to 
the next inſtance: For that of Sterlin it is known that the firſt Proteſtation 
there was not againſt Election of oppoſers of theireſolurions, bur againſt not- op- 
poſers; 3 When at the diet of the Presbytery appointed for Electien of Toms 
iſſioners ta the Aſſembly, the matter was put to Vote, and Commiſſionert 655 
— of yoices; ſome of the brethren of that Presbytery, the- fewer part in 
number diſcontented at the Election, held a ne mert ing thereafter by them ſelven, 
without the preſent Moderator and Clerk of the Presbytery, chooſed a Moderatot 
and Clerk, and made a new Rlection of oppoſers of the reſolutions to be Com- 
miſſioners, was there not reaſon enough to proteſt . againſt that Election (if ir was 
proteſted againſt\) ¶ beſide the act and letter of the — 2. as for that of 
Glaſgo, be it ſo that the letter and act was a reaſon that moved ſome bret hren e 
thaꝛ Presbytery to proteſt againſt the firſt election, being of 5 of the reo. 
lutions, yet t was not the (cle reaſon that moved them to proteſt, they had ſundry 
other weighty motives beſides that as is known, yea, it was evident that it had the 
leaſt influence upon them in that matter of any, for in the Election that cheſe 
lame bret hren made afterwards, they chooſed one of theſe: ſame oppoſers to be a 
Commiſſioner, notw ithſtanding the act and letrer of the Comm iſſi on i And 1 
yerily think that there as none that at that time in · Elections. paſſed by any op- 
polers, or diflented from the Bie ction of. any af them, but they would have 
aſſed by the ſame, and diſſented frem the ſame, though there had net ut all 
uch an Act or Leiter come from the Commiſſion, they conceived it in ix ſelf 
a duty at that time, and took the Letter as a warning to be the more mindefull of 
their dat. RD EET. 8811 | 
1 
ad upon Elections. The Presiytery of Hunkel having abofe ir Cn 
one of their number, bo w.¹ü 4 member 1 baving proteſted againſt 
the Election, becauſe ſuch, as were choſen were unſatisfied with the-:Commiſe 
Peners  Proceedangs ,, the .Sywed. of Perth mecting 4 little after , andyreceiving 
the Act and Leger of the Commuſſon , did thermpen ſuf a, the diſſent and Pro- 
reſÞarion of that man in their number, and did appoint 3 TF Dunkel 
10 chooſo their Commiſſioners new again. This is the only inſtance allead- 
ged, which, may ſeem uith ſome colour to exidence. ſome ju dence af the 
om : 
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am they had chaſen befarezwho were 
| and reaſoned and voted therein ac - 
erance; ſo chat il chere ny 

| NO - Mat ee 
en er 


= rg 


dye — — to it hy 
; of the unlanfulnei of fome 


ans of '-Commilſioness i . But 
where che matter was not meetly a elgeds-bite eleatly 40 Unna evia 
denced, that the Commiſſioners ſent do theſe mectinge were not inderd 
elected by Presbyteries, but nominate-by the Kings Letters. See 8ef, 12. 
3 the pretended Aſſembiy of * 60 6. and at 
8 2 & But let us proceed further in the very of the ml. 
25 thi firſt. Reaſon ,- and fut that. purple con the Other [prixiees 
f dhe ee thereof, which contepnerh conterneth che Congaaſioners AB and 
— 5 24.40 to dis matter inthe general eee ober 
Judicions or ſound Chriſtian will not ſay or think that the eli Qion of CommitlFyg 
oners in Presbyteries ought to be of ſuch-a Lax liberty as'is-bounded with no 
limitation at allt This was the looſe way pleaded 8eiby: Annina at the - 
ny ring Dort, 1 ch ſubvrrſiom of true da 4 Cere 
tuin it is che Presbyteries are ſu fatre limited in ch ie, that they 'muſt-+not choole 
any to be Commiſſioners to a a aſſembiy chat teacheth Doctrine contrary 
— of God, and:conflirorions of the Kirk 3 chereunto. And 
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| newe have made evident in the preceding, Section, 

| to what was alledged, that the late Commilli. 

oners did nothing but — the Commiſſi ners 45. bd done before them . 
Did the Commiſtioners 5 1. write to Presbyteries requiring them not to chooſe 
any that were againſt ox-oppoled their reſolutions, to be Commiſfioners ? not 
one word more or leſſe of this: Ot did not the Commiſion 3& 48, bear and 
— leiter of the Commiſſioners 317 Yea as. much 
much more men and un 23 was clear d in nne 


EI Laura who made rde bat 1-Goy this js to little pur 
N that the r was made in the Commifſſi- 


ade be choſen C 

2. hie M ener be denied 41 22818205 ſh Hatte of fc 
Meters, wilt or on mbar nes a | 
upon the mattet that Commiſſion did iro tk . — 
none bur fuch 25 were agzinſt che Ingagernene. The#®tand! er 
iniffion'-5 J. if ic did import exc} — bg being. len Coch ff 
ere we not ſo wide by fare: Ie required not | 005 el as ccdtin 
ed so oppole, to be cited 3 and there were many mnifitisficd at tat time who triad 
no oppoſition, and theretore [nn bra been for ougbt that can be any When 
draven from the act and letter choſen to be onetz, as ſundric wete 4 
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were too many, and in places the pare 
— W (up remembred hat a ſumine they were like eo 
unted to , at the time of the General Aﬀembly and it ſeems: to me 

>fay char all ei them, were either gppoſers — the work (vhether 
. yag- od ouvard. | the. power of Res 
Fr. Nev ent from the — ha the .conttary is 
—.— ſame ot them, znd 1 2. not ſy ſo much neither of ali of 
5 were cenſured, though 1 acknowledge their cenſure was juſt. ] 
* great — of the Kirk of Scotland before the writing of the late Com. L 
letter, had. pr an He , ſatisfied. with the Commiſſion teſolu- 
iflatigfied.yrick the gaurſe af the oppoſers thereof s and count when 
Vuter Will, " Ye ſhall e Diſſenters from. che Commiſſion 48, 
ere not fever; yea not ſo fer 2 the ilenters from the Comunſlianers. 51. 
We know what number theſe amoumted to at their greateſt meeting in Edinburgh 
ol. late. Aden dart moe of theſe then of the firſt he godly men, and had 
n ore fait 2 — che cauſe formerly, yet their preſent. courſe at 2 pos 
Feine to the mo prejudicial to it and the 
hae e referred aud led be hs the 
y, as well as che farmer were, 
yogi e evidently ſeen in the whole: pro- 
bee ee very aQ and letter ol the 


by ws rhe is, The reſolutions then 


i l . and Conſt hace, of, 
« Mi to th Crean, 1 | 


. the only material diference between 25 two acts caken, nit, 
matter, that 
ner raced An 


ade 


74 


Cuth i 125 denied, as be afficmerh i it, The ST part of the pt Mi- 


24 Lound and as intelligent b whe, di 40 to 
| h he edel be able 10 15 what 


e 


So me. bave vindicated that particular in ar 


the very end of it, vi che preſervation of the libernes of the Kirk,in bri the 
ar * ging, 


accyſations ch itged upon them, untill all was heard and tried: So the Commil- 
Goners 5 1, could not be condemned for the exceptions and alledgances of a few 
Brethren, before that any of them were or could be cognoſced upor. By all this 
which bath been ſpoken to their four conſiderations, it may appear that what the 
Writer (ath Chusting up the ſame, That thoſe things being put together wake a wi. 
der diff;rence between that which was done 48. and what was done 51. is but a 
groundl:fl: aſſertion. We have evidently ſhewenthat there was no difference at 
all between the one deed and the other (io that if the one was guilty of prelimi · 
tation pf elections of Commiſſioners, ſo was the other no leſle) excepting that 
the deed of the Coumiſſioners 51, was a I more ſparing and moderate. 
firſt ceaſon aga inſt the frees 
dom and lawfulnefle of the late Aſſembly pre limitation of rhe election 
of Commiſſioners by the act and lettet of the late Commiſſion, viz; that the 
Commiſſion did nothing therein, but hat was done by the Commiſſion 
48. which deed the Proteſters maintain with us. 

We ſhall adde ſome further conſiderations in anſwer to the ſame firſt Reaſon: 
but cre we proceed, a word upon what the Writer ot that ſecond paper hath upon 

the ſecond Objection, which either he has formed to himſelf, or found I know 

not here, yiz That it was in the — —— not only to appoint thoſe who 


| #ppo/ed ibe public reſolutions to be cited to the General 4/tmbly, but alſo to have 


cenſured then by verine of a clauſe contain d in their Commiſſ. 02, and that therefore 
baving kept tbensſelves far within the bounds of their Commiſſion, & c. The Wricec 
of this paper for clearing this buſine ſſe runs out in a diſcourle concerning the na- 
ture of delegated Judieatoties, that they are and muſt be from the ligbt of nature 
and reaſan limited to a certain rule in all their adminiſtrations, viq. eo ſtanding 
Lays of the incorporations to which they do belong 2 and to a certain end, wit, 
the good and preſervation of the whole body: and then in application untoor ac 
cuſation againſt the late Commiſſioners of the Aſſembly their ceſolutions, be a · 
firms; that they vere not only without the warrant of any ac ot the Aſſembiy 
(which ſhould have been their rule) and not only not contributi ve for the preſer- 
ving and advancing the work of Re formation, but eapre ſſy contrary to the clear 
letter of the Covenant, & multitudes of acts, and deſtructive to the work. And that 
therefore by aſſuming to themſelves a power to cenſure and cite ſuch as did oppoſe 
them, they did not only go beyond the bounds of thew commiſſion, but deſtroy u 
gen. ſervitude and bondage, by excluding all ſuch os would not conſent 
to their oourſe of defectionʒa ä ———— ying a foun · 
dation for the total overthro W torſinp, yen (che 
£3 3 come 


1 


- Popes Supremacy, the whole body of Popery- Here cerealnly rhe Weiter hgch fil- 
Ted his pen -nigra r us und dete- 


i ſtable to all; But to theſe things briefly, e 3" HP 8 
1. If it was another man that propounded the objection then the Writer him- 
ſelf, Lverily think he did not mean that the Commiſſionets had power to cite or 
cenſure oppoſers of any reſolutions made by themſelves right or wrong ( neither 
doth the object ion as it is ſet down by the Writer himſelf Impart any ſuch thing) 
bur oppoſers only of their juſt and right reſolut ions, which, as-I doubt not, be 
took the late reſolutions to be, And therefore ali the Writers running ont upon 
the nature of a delegate judicatory. &c, as to that objection, is but 8 fighting 2 
gainſt his own ſhadow. 

2. We know and acknowlege that delegate judicatorics are limited to a certain 


and forgiveneſſe. 
Now further in anſwer to the firſt reaſon againſt the late Aſſembly, as not free 
and uulaw full, grounded upon the Commiſſicners act and leiter ſent to 
ries: Conſider in the next place, n 2 6 
1. T hat which we touched at before, that the act and letter did not require Pres- 
byreries-to cite all that were unſatisfied: with the publike reſolutions, nor yet who 
after conference remained unſatisſied, but only ſuch as remained unſatisfied and 
continued to oppoſe, ¶ · in their publike doctrine and active proctiſing, to the 
i of the people from going forth unto, er withdrawing them from the 
ſem juſt and neceBary defence of the Land: So that ſor any thing that couls be 
imported in that act and letter, whoſacver were unſatisfied in their judgement with 
1 ike reſolutions, but did abſtain from oppobrion and acting againſt the ex- 
ecution o chen, might been choſen to bo Commiſſioners to the 
mapy ſuch were in the Land who wiſely and Cbriſtianly conſider 
grity of the Commiſſion inthe end they bad before them, 
rende abo the means. reſolved upon nt to ho ſuch for which they ſhould any 
waies hinder the preſens neceſſary defence of the Land 3 And ſundry ſuch Mini- 
ert were choſen Commiſſioners de facto, and did fit and vote in vhe Aſſembly 
freely according to their * a 
2. That che main end oſ the Comm e 
Aerneſſe tou ard ſome men, who have given an evil requitalſ for it. 


The Commiſlionats upon ſome prior papers finding ſome Preabyteries | 
gh. ro.have: pus — * 
all cheſe Queſſiona to the Generall Aſſenbly: but 


1 ſundry unſatisfied with the publike reſolut ions, who were 
| fe of that order for citation contained in rhe letter; but alſo 
ſome who were co continuing ers were choſen Commiſſioners to the 
Aſſembly, ſo there was nov ene mans Commiſſion ſo much as ed againſt, 
her be rejected in that Aſſembly, for being unſatisſed with the reſolutions : yea, 
on the comrary ſundry moſt eminem ers, were not only admired ro be mem» 
bers withour any quarrell, bus fare Moderators and Clerks of Committees ſo long 
as they were pleaſed ro ſt ay. F 2861 4 
$. To the two latter particulars ſomething may ſeem to be ſaid in the late 
Paper. To the former, chat which is apon tlie ſecond branch of Object. Though 
every citation ds uo exclude 8 man from being choſen 4 (umi ſſtioner or ſiting as 4 
member in 4 Generall »Affembly, yet we ihink_ is will not be denied, that 4 citation 
in mater of ſcand eil in doctrine or manners, will or oaght to exclude him from being 4 
Commiſſioxcy, or fiting as 4 member ina Generall AſfSembly,. and ſuch was the 6114 
non ape by the iat Commiſſion, viz. in a matter of ſcandall, more then ordinary 
ixibe j ul gement of the Commiſſion) both in doftrine and manners. Beſides it is unque 
ionable thas all citations do exclude men om being Fudge: inthe matter for which they 
ave cred, therefore though they mighvbave fitten in 1he Aſoembly as Fudges in other mat · 
tors, yer nut in this; Theveſove it ſti! follows, h. as 10 1bis particular which was the 
in not all to be handie,vhe eAflembly was provimited. ) | 
Anw. 1. To the lauet pars of this Reply, Ipłofeſſe not much skill in the mar» 
ter of leg ill encopt ions abourthe conſtitatiom of judicatories; but ſo far as com- 
mon ſenſe and reoaſom can leude me, it ſeetas to me a ſtrange aſſertion, that ſome 
few perſons having oppoſed themſelves to a courſe talen by a judicarory intruſted 
vieh che publile affairs of the Kirk, conſi ſting of men to rnat time judged faith- 
full, and ſtill proſe ſſing falthfulnes therein as ia the fight of God and acculing this 
judicatory for that courſe they have taken as guilty of deſect ion, and deſtroyers of 
ehiv'cauſe of Religiom: 16 I ſay, theſe few men being cited to be tried by a Ge- 
ntuall Aſſembiy, and — excluded from judging in that particular 
matter which is in corroverſie, the Aſſembly is for this to be judged, prelimi- 
rad in that matter, a hough there be befides theſe excluded a competent num= 
ber of members lawfully authorized ( for ſuch we may ſuppoſe all the reſſ to be, 
ax guy ring thar is {aid in this particular thar we are upon the anſwer of) to 
o op a comperenr' judicatory, and — ce and judge upon the matter in 
contrevet ſie, according to the rule of rbe d pf God, and the conſtiturions of 
the Kirk which they are bound by their C iflion and Oarh te judge by. I. 
defirce's proof of this, for it is not a principle clear and evident extermini#3- And 
rhe writers: affertion-is nd warrant to teceive it for an unqueſtionable trutl: 1 
doubt nor hut if the Reader ſhall aflsy to prove this, that he ſhall fall upon that 
fame exception which rhe Remonftrancs made againſt the Syned of Don, that 
— of the —— wefe _ ad verſe parry, having before declated their 
dg ment contrary to their doctr ine, which us rejected 5a null exccprion by all 
Orrhodox Divines in that Synod, 10 
2+ To the ſormer part of this Reply, I confeſſe, that it is probable that a man 
being cited to the General —— _ 2 ſcandal in doctrine or manners where 
rhe ſeandull is uncuntroverted , and already particularly determined ju ot 
— 2 — and the que ſt vom is only about the fact, ought not to be choſen 
loner wo-the Ai a1 leaſt not vo ſit and vote * 
till 
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till he be tried and Judged, for I doubt if he may not Be cheſen a Commil 
if there be ror” ſome probable iptiens of the fact 7 n if the | be 
yet contreverſ & iuleterminui juris, be controverted, and not yet a determined 


caſe in point of Law; by the doctrine of the Kirk, I ſee not but a man cited 
upon ſuch a ground may be choſen to be a Commiſſioner to the Aſſembly, and 
fir and vote therein as a member in other matters, except that whereupon he is 
cited: And I do remember well, that upon this very ground when »Anno 48: up- 
on the putting of ſome upon a liſt to be Commiſſioners to the A ſſembly, who 
had been referred and cited to the Aſſembly for ſilence at that time, according to 
the direction of the then Commiſſioners, exception was made by ſome that lach 
perſons could not be choſen Commiſſioners; and conſequently could not be up- 
on a liſt: this motion was rejected by ſome judicious and pious, affirming, that 
ſuch perſons indeed could not well vote in the Aſſembly, until their matter were 
tried, but that that reference could not hinder them to be upon a liſt for Ele- 
ction, and conſequenrly not from being elected to be Commiſſioners. Now ſuch 
was the caſe of the citation in hand, it was upon an Alledgance of ſcandall, yet 
controverſi juris, as to any particular determination thereanent by the publike 
judgemenr of the Kirk; and therefore both the perſons cited, and theſe who 
ordained them to be cited were to be tried and judged by the Aſſembly, and for 
that removed in that particular, not only about the fact, but alſo about the mate 
ter juris of Law. However, if this pleaſe net the Writer, let him anſwer What he 
will for clearing the order of the Commiſſion 1648. and it will ſerve as well 
to elear the order of the Commiſſion 1 6 1. as to any illegality relating 
to the conſtitution of the Aſſembly; for upon the form clearly both were 
alike, except in what will make for advantage of the latter: Aud as for 
the matter in both it was alike, as to the Generall Aſſemblies judgement 
at — on of the Proteſtatien, and alſo in reipſa which we take upon us 16 
mare 0 $ ak Z 

Thus which may ſeem to ſay ſomewhat againſt the other particular (ui. 
that no mans Commiſſion was tej ected, nor any man choſen to be a — 
oner was refuſed to have vote in the Aſſembly upon that account that he 
wes unſatisfied with the reſolutions) is in the Anſwer to ObjeRion 3. 
Branch 4. 

Firſt, He ſaies, beſides, ſomething that hath been anſwered already; Poli» 
cy taught the Aflembly ſo to do, the votes of ſo few a number not be- 
ing very likely to prove ſo great a diſadvantage to the buſineſſe as the profeſſed de- 
nying to them a vore would have been. | 

Anſw. If the Writer had uſed ſo much modeſty and reſpect o the. Ale 
ſembly, as to have ſaid that poſſibly Policy might have brought them to 
do this, or it may be probably thought it wi thus it had been ſomewhat 
tolerable 3 but I muſt (ay, it is too much boldneſſe thus to have ſaid poſi- 
tively that Policy did teach them it: Good Sir, Did you (ce —— the hearts 


of men in the Aſſembly to ſee this politicall deſigne moving them to doe 
thus? Or can you bring a demonſtration from any evidence withoat that 
their doing of it did ariſe from no other principle and motive but this? 
But be it fo that they did it upon a politicall motive and end. , yet if it 
was ſo really tbat none was rejected or. refuſed to have Vote upon the ac- 
count of their disſatisfactien; That exception is to no 2 in the point 
we are upon; the freedom of the Aſſembly which is to 
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205 done ibo the conſtirntion and A bangt s 
the matter of them, and not according | on 2 
upon men doth them. But the Writes doth offer further two things for an- 
wer. 33 wt : . ; * £5 $49 
21. That the diſcuſſing and judging of the Commiſſion of theſe in o, an Ster- 
55 / the publike reſolutions,was laid «fide, — ein M. Re- 
nat be diſcuſſed until theſe reſolutions were either condemned or approved; hieb war in 
effect to exclude them from voting becauſe of their not approving ths publike reſolutions, 
und this ſo much the ſtronger, confpdering that it was refuſed to lay afide the Com- 
miſſions of thoſe that carried oa the reſolutions umil their proceedings ſhould be tried and 
epproved 


2 I. Beſides that M. Robert Ramſays Proteſtation was not againſt theſe 
of Sterlin at all, ſo that it is impertinent to ſay, their Commiſſioners was laid 
aſide, becauſe of that Proteſtation, and befides that the Commiſſions of others 
controverting with them, and pretending by as probable Reaſons to their 
Commiſſion as theſe, was laid afide allo, it follows not hence that they were 
ſimply . excluded from Veting, but ſuſpended from Voting fer a time, 
and had not Vote in that parcicular, which might well have been wirk- 
8 imputation of prelimitation on the Aſſembly, as hath been ſhewed be- 
are. | | | | 
2. The conſideration addęd for confirmation 1 very inconſiderable, becauſe 

the Commiſſi ons of theſe of Glaſgo and Sterlin were controverted inthe very E- 

lection ; and therefore their Commiſſions could not but be laid aſide until the 

grounds of the controverſie ſhould be diſcuſſed, that it might be ſeen whether they 
were order ly elected or not, but thoſe others had their Commiſſions by Election 

orderly and uncontroverted in the Presbyteries that ſent them, yet neither were 

they to have Vote in the matter of the reſolutions; what is ſaid from the excepti- 

on made againſt their admiſſion to vote at all given in to the Aſſembly, ſhall be ani» 

fwered after ward. 

Secondly, ſaith he, It & to be confidered the Aſſembiy did ſuſtain and 2 
we Letter and Act of the Commiſſion, for citing ſuch as were unſat i ed, which war 
a reall excluding ef all theſe upon ihcir dinſatifaction at leaſt from being Fudge, in ibat 

articular, — 
F Anſw. 1. The Writer would here as all along this Paper bear his Reader in 
hand, that the Commiſſion had given order for citing ſuch as were unſatisfied 
indefinitely, which is contrary to the truth, for only ſuch as (all means uſed } 
continued in oppoling were to be cited, as ig evident by their Act and Letter. It 
is true after trjall and examination of the Commiſſioners proceedings, the Af 
ſembly did with other things in theſe proceedings approve of that Act and Let- 
ter: But did not the Aſſembly 1648. do the ſame in relation to the Act and Let» 
tet of the then Commiſſioners of the like nature. But yet furt her did not all 
Commiſltoners from Presbyteries who were unſatisfied. (excepting ſuch only 
whoſe Commiſſions were controverted in the very Election, and were yet un- 
diſcuſſed) and were pleaſed to ſtay in the Aſſembly, fir and vere in that ſame 
very particular, I mean, the reſolutions of the Commiſhon, how then could 
they be really excluded trom being Judges in that particular wherin really they did 
ſir Judges? or were any of them excluded after the Act and Letter was appro- 
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now ro/the ſeeond. 

In rhe erder of the Proteſtation it is this; Becauſe of iha abſence of the Com- 
miſtoners of many Burroughs as wanting fee acceſſe , becauſe of the motions of the 
Enemy. In the order of the late Paper wherein other Reaſons are added te 
choſe in the Proteſtat ion, this is ſer Cown in the fifth place, and is caſt in a new - 
mould, with-ſorte addition to the mattet ( becauſe as firſt propounded it hath 
not ſeemed faſt enough) that is, That cannot be a Fee Aſiembly to which there 5; no 
Fer acetſſe and roceſſe, but there war no fee acceße to this Aſcembly by reaſon of two 
Armier inter jacem, berween the place of the mecring, and the dwellings of many * the 
Commiſſioueys purſurng one another very botly, aud baving heir partie, coming abroad 
every where at the time they ſhould have come ro the Aſſembiy, and therefore. mam mere 
ab ſent, ab om the ons balf of the Barrons and many Preilyteries, to the number of nine or 
den neither was heir free receſſe from it, not only becauſe of the former reaſon, but becauſe 
the King aud (ommitte: of effates did detain and keep under a kinde of confinement ſe- 
uralt members thereof” af their returning to their own home, havug nothing nor 
alledging any thing io challenge them for but their Carriage at the eA(> 


Anſw. I mult profeſſe ingenuouſly when at firſt I did reade the Proteſtation, 
1 Vondred much how men, eſpecially Miniſters of the Goſpel, making ſo ſolemn 
and high a profeſſion and atteſtation as they do in this Proteſtation, n. that they 
make it upon the grounds contained therein, as being deſirous to be found faith · 
full in the day of tentarion, and to exoner rheir conſciences as in the ſight of the 
Lord, could alledge this as a oo ro diſclaim the late Aſſembly, as no free and 
lawfull Aſſembly of this Kirk; and I confeſſe my wondering is not a white aba- 
ted but eneteaſed by this fecond propounding and augmentation thereof. For 
. As to the propofall of it in the Proteſtation, ſup ſe that a good many Com- 
miſkoners of Burghs and Presbyreries had be fone for fear of the enemies 
notions, though this might be alledged with ſome appearance of reaſon to ſhew 
thar the Aſſembly was nor ſo full and numerous in partibus imegralibus, as could 
have been withed, yet wich no colour could it be alledged that jr was not free and 
legall, or was wrong in any eſlent iall requiſite for the conſtitution, of it, unleſſe 
ir could be demonſtrare either that their abſence was fo: want of tymous adver- 
tiſemem concerning the time and place of it, which cannot be alledged here (the 
time being known by the appointment of the preceeding Aſſembly, and advertiſc- 
ment comrerning the place being tymouſly given by the Commitkion ) or — 
there 
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| ſome in che Aﬀembly ight t beincliged t | 

| for the enemy, or that the enemy might have lome influence open rhe -- 

Aſſembly to corrupt and pervert it, which T conceive the Protefters will not ſay. 
I know that the abſence of many Comm̃iſſioners is alledged 2s one ground of 
annulling che pretended Aſſemblies condemned at G laſge, 38. but ir is as well 
known that rhe abſence of theſe Commiſſioners was Tauſed: by untymous indi- 
ion and advertiſemrnt, or ſome other internall cauſe in the Land, having in- 
fluence upon the corrupting of the A ſſembly. 

2. It had been requiſite the Writer of the laſt Paper had condeſcended, name- 
ly upon the 9. er 10. Presbyter ies abſent, which had he done, 
- ©. I doubt not it ſhould have been found that ſome of chem were abſent, be- 
cauſe they had none to ſend, or were not yteries exiſting at all. 

2. It ſhould be found that ſome of theſe Commiſſioners of presbyreries abſent, 
came within ſhort ſpace to the place where the Aﬀembly was fitting, and wauld 
not come forward to it, as for inſtance theſe of Hamilton. < 
3. Thar Commiſſioners came from Presbyteries before whom and the place of 
the Aſſembly, the Armies were as interjacent as to theſe that came not: for did 
not Commiſſioners of Presbyteries come from Meri, Tevietdale, Galloway, G laſge, 
Weſt countrey, yea, the Commiſſioners of the farmoſt part of Presbyteries lyin 
that way were preſent 3 And that others. came not it may ſeem to have proceed 
from negligence rather then from any neeeſſity, why then ſhould the Aſſembly be 
counted null for the abſence of ſuch. 58 

4 It is known, That ſome Commiſſioners came not from Burghs, and yer 
Minilters came out of the ſam@Burghs. 

5. If becauſe of the abſence of ſome Commiſſieners for fear of the moti- 
ons of the Enemy, or becauſe of the ranging of Armies through the coun- 
rrey, the late Aſſembly be judged unfree and unlawfull, then by as good reaſon 
mult the A ſſemblies in the time of Femes Graham's raging and ranging through 
the countrey, be holden unfree aud unlawtull 3 for as many if not more Commiſ- 
froners were upon that occaſion abſent from ſome Aſſemblies then, See here again 
how good friends our bret hren proves te former Aſſemblies, by deviſing arguments 
againſt the late Aſſembly, whereby they plainly teach Malignants whe were cen 
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fred by theſe Aſſemblies how to caſt them as nul upon grounds of conſcience. 


6. Let the rolls of this Aſſembly be compared with the rolls of former unque- 
ſtioned Aſſemblies, and it ſhall be found to have been more numerous and full 
then ſundry of them, yea, we know that at the Aſſembly at Aberdeen 1605, there 
were but about 20 perions preſent, which notwithſtanding is owned by the Kirk 
of Scotland as a free lawfull General Aſſembly. 

7. It cannot be ſaid that any ſuch excuſe as this was made in the Aſſembly 
for the abſence of any; And granting that the motions of the enemy had hin- 
dred ſome, yet they being ſo inconſiderable a number in cempariſon of thoſe whio 
were cenveened, ſhould or coald not theſe who were conveened law fully holden an 
Aﬀembly and gone about their duty? 5 

8. As fer that which is (aid about the want of the freedom of receſſe; To the 
firſt part it is certain and clear in common ſenſe, that if an Aſſembly may fit and 
does ſit out its time, conclude freely, though there be danger to the members in 
their receſs, this cannot in any waies reflect upon the conſtitution of the Aſſembly, 
how many members of the Aſſembly in Fame: Grahams time were there that bag 
unſafe receſſe to their own homes? For the — part» T 
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1. Theſe manbers poken of here had proteſted 2 and declm'd the Aſ- 
ſembly, and deſerted it ( which the Writer wiſely paſſeth in Glence, and ſaies on- 
iy huge returning to their own homes, as if forſooth the Aſſembly had been 
' cloſed, or they had taken fair leave to go before the cloſe:) And might not the 
King and Committee do all this they ſay unto them, until they had been inform- 
ed upon what ground they had come away ſo untymoſly, without any imputation 
to the freedom and lawtullnefle of the Aſſembly ? Did not the Commiſſioners 
of the States Generall at the Aſſembly of Dsre, when the Remonſtrants proreſted 
againſt and declined that Synod, — conſine them and charge them to abide 
within that City, until they ſhould anſwer to the Aſſembly without any imputa- 
tion to the freedom of that Aſſembly? But again, the truth is this. The proce- 
ſters deſerting the Aſſembly, and going through the Army toward the Weſt ; The 
report was, that they had made a broyl in t he Aſſembly, and were come to trouble 
the Army, and to hinder the Levies appointed in theſe parts whither they were 
going. Hereupon the King and Committee required ſome of them to keep their 
chambers till their carriage in the Aſſembly might be known. But ſo ſoon as the 
Aſſembly heard of this, they diſpatched unto the King, who preſentſy ſent them 
all to their homes, excepting that he did require ſuch of them as were cited to the 
Aſſembly to return to it, and anſwer for themſelves (which yet I cannot certain» 
ly ſay was done) without one croſſe word given to them: Theſe things being con- 
ſidered I am confident that unpartiall judicious Readers will acknowledge, that 
there hath not been much ingenuity nor conlcience either in alledging this, reaſon 
for nullifying the late Aſſembly; and cannot but think that the alledgers them- 
ſelyes will bluſh that they have propounded it for juſtifying their own proteſting, 
and held ir forth ro others to A them to joyn with them as a ground of conſci-· 
ence whereof they could not but exoner their conſciences. 
$. Their third reaſon according to the order of the Proteſtation, and ſecond in 
the order of the late Paper is this in ſum, That the late Aſſembly cannot be accounted 4 
lawful, free, Generall Aſſembly becauſe relevant exceptions being tymouſly propounded and 
= to be inſtructed and verified againſt many of the members thereof, viz. ſuch of 
the late Commiſſion as bad band in the publike reſolutions ths they ſhould not be permitted 
10 fit and vote in the Aſſembly as being under a ſcandall and guilty of promoting a courſe of 
lefect ion until ſuch time as they ſhould be tried, yet it was refuſed to take any ſuch excepti- 
ont into conſideration, or to remove the perſons until they ſhould be tried aud diſcuſſed. For 
_—_ and confirming this Argument the Writer undertakes to ſhew two 
things. 
| 1. That it was incumbent in duiy to the Aſſembly to have removed from their meeti 
all perſons under ſcandall (the ſame being made known to them) until they were purge 
thereof. 2. That the perſons objected agaiuſi were under ſuch ſcandall as is alledged.. For 
the former he alledges, firſt that it is without controverſie, next brings four things 
for proof of it. 1. The light of nature and the word of God, but inſtances not 
one word of it. 2. Some clauſes of both Covenants, the deſires of the Commil- 
fioh 48. and gf the ſolemn Engagement the ſame year, and all the Remonſtran- 
ces for parging the Armies and Judicatories, even the late Papers given by this 
ſame Commiſſion to the Parliament at Sterlin, about the act of Claſſes for re- 
moving ſcandalous perſons from being members of judicatories (i is.good that 
the Writer yet even in his heat againſt the Commiſſion findes ſomething right 
in their Papers, but he tells not all the truth that he might have done here. 


In: thele Papers they held forth not only ſcandalous perſons, but * all 
fſuch 
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ſack as were not poßtively qualified ſhould be debarred from being membem of 

icator ies 43:4; 9 * 3 
23 A rule and order ſer down in Aſſem. 1562. to be found alſo in Aſſem. 1555, 
1580/1; 81. and exactly keeped for above twenty Aſſemblies and twenty 4 
togidder, vig. that at the entry of eyery Aſſembly, the firſt work is to be about 
trying and purging the members thereof, and other men are appointed to be char- 
ged to declare their conſciences touching their Doctrin, life and execution of their 
office if therein they be ſcandalous, And it is appointed that any to whoſe charge 
any thing is laid, ought to be removed out of the aſſembly until his cauſe be tried, 
and if he be convict he can have no vote until the Kirk finde [atisfaQion, 

4. That all the A ſſemblies fince the late Reformation begun z & have upon the 
objection of fcandal againſt any of the members in the time of the conſtitution of 
the meeting removed theſe members until it was tried and diſcuſſed; yea, that in 
this ſame meeting at S. Andrews upon the objection that the ſcandal of Bla kater 
and others acceſſion to the unlawtul engagement was not ſufficienily purged by 
ratification and approbation of their repentance in the Aſſembly, they were remo- 
ved from being members, and the Writer wagno biatu bids any man in the world 
bring a reaſon why ſome upon ſuch exceptions have been removed, and others a. 
gainſt whom were 1s relevant exceptions admitted? For the other particular that 
che perſons ob jected againſt were under ſcandal of carrying on a courſe of defecti- 
on, he ſaith, it is manifeſt not only from hear · ſay and common teport, the ſirſt 
whereof is made Deut. 13 12. a ground of (earch, and the other a greund of pro- 
ceeding againſt the inceſſuous perſon, 1 cer 5.5, We may ſee by this what doom 
the late Commiſſioners like ly might have gotten had the Writer of this paper been 
Judge, Ex communication fummary from tue Church, and deſtruction by ihe {word - 
from the civil Magiſtrate, ſurely conſidering the crime he charges upon them, and 
the places cited, no leſſe is hinted ai ſbut bleſſed beGo1 that ſo ill wild a cow had 
ſhort herns) but alſo from theſe 4 particulars, 2. The tumbling and (ad complaints 
of the godly againſt their proceedings. 2. The teſtimonies and letters of many 
Presbyter ies bearing their tumbling and difſatisfaQion with the ſame, 3. The 
clear ſtanding Ads, Remonſtrances and Declarations of former Aﬀemblies unto 
which theſe w.re diametrally oppoſite, 4. The teſtimony of lundry Brethren in 
the Aſſembly cffering to prove, & c. Thus far the Writer. So we have now be- 
fore us at one view this argument fo operous and large, as full aud ſtrong as it 
could be made, To which a very ſhort ar. ſ er might be made , for all bangs up- 
on this, that the late Commiſſioners were under a ſcandal of carrying on a courſe 
of defeRion, and this hangs neceflarily upon the thicd particular laſt mention? d, 
which the Writer only diQates magiſterially, we deny; which alone layes the 
waele argument in the hollow, and ſuſpends afſent to the concluſion thereof, un- 
till the Writer ſhall in a new E lition follow out his argument, and make that 
particular good which he ſhall never be able to do. | 

But for clearer ſatufaction to all honeſt Chriſtians about this matter, we preſent 
theſe conſiderations in anſwer to this argument; 1. The very like accuſation 
and exception came into the Aſſemb. 48 from the very Parlia. againſt the mem. 
bers of the then commiſſion, who were Commiſ.to that ATembly, and yet aſter 
a long and ſerious debate it was found (by none mot then by our preſent Pro- 
teſters) and concluded that none of them could be removed from ſitting in the 
Aſſemb. and voting in other matters, untill their proceedings were firſt beard and 
tried z when the Writer ſhall ſhape. an anſwer to juſtiſie the conſtitution of that 
Aſſembly, notwithſtanding this that was done, then we doubt not but it fhill as 
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well ſate the late Aﬀemb; So ve ſee it is contraty to the truth which che Wie 
cer alledgerh in anſwerto the firſt ObjeRion againſt this argument, when be 
ſaith, _ h it be true that the members of ye” — haye been abs 
d to ſit untill their —— were tried and ju yer that it is a8 true, 
chat ſuch objection and — ing proponꝰ d vvas never rejected, we have gi 
— — freſh and recent — to the contrary. What he _— _ — 7 
the late Reformation there ws no cauſe to propound amy ſuch thing, the Gi. 
beviag tif ibis year almayes carried — feirbfully, is to no purpoſe. We _ 
the former Commiſſion did carry themſelves taithfully, and that there was no 
cauſe of propounding that exception againſt the Commiſſion 48, And we a ffirm, 
that the Commiſ. o · carried themielves faithful iy, and that there was no juſt caule 
of propounding that exception agaiaſt them which the Proteſters made; But 
whether ic vas ſo or not in reipſa, in the very deed it ſelf, ſure both the excepti- 
ona, at the time they were made, were both alike as to the Afﬀembly, neicher the 
113 che one nor the other Commiſlion being ſo much as looked upon 
dy che bly, Aud therefore (to borrow the words of the Writer) ve defire 
any man in the world to bring a reaſon why the one Aſſembly ſhould be condem- 
ned for rejecting ſuch an exception before the proceedings of rhe perſons excepted 
againſt were tried and ingaged, whenas the other Aſſem. which rejected the like 
exception is maintainꝰd ? But good Reader, look forward upon the Writers fol- 
—_— of his anſwer to that obiection mention*d : and ſee a myſtery and judge 
chou if it be not of iniquity againſt all the Gen, A ſſem. of this Kirk, he tels us of 
an act made an. oi. and rene ed aſſem. 1648. and laith, Tbat it doth neceſſarily 
iner, that the Commiſſioners of 6 former ¶ Nm ſhould not be admitted to fit as men- 
bers in the ſucceeding A fem. though there be no ſcandal nor exception propeunted up. 
on their proceedings until they be tried, much lefſe when a ſcandals and exception i 
There is a fair blow by one ſtroke given to the conſtitution of all 
che late afſemb.of this Kirk poſterior to the afſemb,g8, for in all ef them Com. 
miſ. ofthe preceding aſſembireſpᷣedivò, have been admitted to ſit as members be» 
fore their proceedings haye been tried and judged, and in that 48. they were ad. 
mitted co fit aotwithſtanding exception made againſt their ſitting by the ſupreme 
civil power of the Land, This is remarkable that the Writer to the effect he might 
pull doven the late A ſſemb. 5 1, he would pull down all the reſt with ic, but the 
truth is, the Writer is ſomething raſh in his aſſertion concerning the conſcquence 
of that act mentioned; Look the the tenor of it as it is extant in Aſſemb 48. C/. 
6; it ſaich only this mucb, hat the Commiſcof the former Aſſimbly ſhall give as ac - 
count of their proceedings ——-iu tbe beginning of the Aemb. before any other mat. 
ter, er can be ſe bgndled, and their proceedings to be «lowed or diſallowed, &c. from 
which I conteſſe chis much may be inferred by one (ticking preciſely to the letter 
of the words, that after the Aﬀem,is conſtituted th: handligg of all other matters 
ſhould be ſuſpended untill the Commil. proceedings be tried and put toa point, 
during which trial the Commiſ that are members vi materia muſt be removed, 
theſe ſame perſons cannot try their own proceedings, But that they may 
not be admitted in any wiſe to be members of the ATem.noc ſo much as to vote in 
the electio v of a Moderator (which was the thing quirrelicd by the Protefters) 
cannot be inferred from them. If it were otherveile it ſeems ſtrange to me that 
that ſame A fem, 48, hich did renew that ad, did at that ſame very time admit 
the Commiſ. of the preceding Aſſem. ( ſundry of the preſent Protefters, and 
amongſt the reſt none more then the Writer of this paper, and the — > 
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, But befideschis rerorfon of the argument (which the Proteſters are obliged to 
ſalve) in the nextplace tocome to a direſt antyver, ir is certain that every pros 
pound ing of exceptions or alledgance of ſcandal againf# perſons, and offering to 
prove them is not ſuffictent to remove them from being members of or in 
a Ger- Aﬀern, for ever. This rhe Writer of the late acknowledges in anſwei 
to Obj- 3. againſt᷑ the preſent argument; Therefore he proceeds toquilifie the ex. 
cepticur which may be ſufficient for that efft d, by ſetting doven tO condition 
requiſſte in it, wherein he ſpeaks not altogidder amifle,of which we ſhill make 
our afe we hope for our advantage, having added a little before for further cleat· 
ing; fir chen wehambly conceive that as to the admitting to or removing from 
fering in che Gen. Affem. of neceffiry there mult bra difference acknowledged be- 
tyvern exceptĩom made in nere or Socicties by whom Commiſ. are choſen 
to 4 den. Aſſem.aginiſt the electſon of (actror ſuch perſons nominate to be Com. 
mif, and exct ptions made in the Aﬀem. ic ſelf againſt ſuch as have been choſen by 
ſocie ties from which they erme without queſtion, exception or coattadiction, and 
have 3 formal and W- Commiſſion, the former I confeffe being followed and 
reprefented doch ſuſpend perfons from being admitted to fic as members in the 
Alem until l che exceptions be tried, decaufe it is as yet under queſtion whether 
they be elected and Commithaners, which muſt be known be fore they fic as clo · 
ched will authotity to judge, but the other cannot alwayes, I grant it may and 
ought when(as the Writer qualifies) 1. The exception fer the matter prima fron» 
re appears to be relevant in law, i e,an evident and undoubted fault deſerving res 
moving from the Aſſembly, 2, That for the truth of the fact in apf lication to 
the perſons ogainſt whom it it made there be a ſcandal of ſome pre ſumptions for 
it. If aither of theſe be winting (I cannet in any wayes accord with the Writer 
in that alternative whi. h he addeth in the ſecond condition, Or (awe offering to 
inſtruct or make it out, ſuppoſe the maiter be clearly relevant in Law, for gat t 
that, and ſlill the abſurd conſequence followe th of a ready way made for par- 
verſe bold perſons to diſappoint the Kirk of all Aﬀemblics for ever) if either L 
fay of theſe be wanting, the exception is not relevant to remove perſons from 
fitring as members in the Aſſembly before the exception be tried and judged, 
il oigh it be true that the Aﬀembly being conſtiture the exception and grounds | 
thercof ought to be tried with all. convenient dilizence and expedition z which 
was offered to the Proteſters in the preſent Fe in debate. Ay but ſaith the 
Writer in band ; Both theſe were clear in the preſent caſe, viz the cxception made 
ageinft the late Commiſſioners it was relevant in jure, if there be any relevant why . 
4 man ſhould not ft in the gexerall 4fſimbly, this certainly ks ane that be bath be- 
trayed bis ſormer traf, bath made deſect on from the Covenant and Cauſe, and bien 
e eee on a courſe of deſection throughout the Kirk an Kingdome. 
and as the trub of theſa in reference to theſe againſf whom the exception was 
made all os did concurre, a f grant ſcandall, pregnant preſuviptions and 
perſons in the judicarure g to inflrulf and tri what was alleged. 
By this the Writer believes that he has cleai*d as with a Sunne, beam, and 

ained his point; But we hope it ſhall be made eo appear that be hatch 
1 the matter yet in the miſt, and gained never a whit, | Ic is a” 
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our of ina 1 fa willingly the Writer hath run) lieth in this, thut the main. 


fence of it. Item, Relolving that the time of civil cenſures inflicted by the Parlia- 
nful engage · 
ment, might be diſpenſed with, and taken off by the Parliament with this provifioa 


teſtimonials from Presbyteries bearing ſatis fact ion given by them conform to thele 
rules3zwhether theſe things, I ſay, contains defect ion from the Covenant and cauſe, 
and conſequently doth import betraying of truſt in a Commiſſion intruſted with 
the care 1 the Covenant and cauſe ? This is a queſtion in jure that the 
Writer ſhould have alledged to have been clear, I mean in the affirmative of it, ere 
he had alledged, there was upon the late Commillioners a ſcandal of ſome pre- 
ſumprions tas they kad betrayed their truſt, and made defection from the Co- 
venant and cauſe, but the Writer paſſes by this in ſilence. Now this we might 
fay, and are able in the Lords ſtrength to make it good, that theſe things gontꝭin 
not any defect ion from the Cauſe or Covęnant : Let now we ſhall (ay byt; this, 
that this was not at the time of the Proteſtation clear to the Akmb bes ere 
was not yet any particular determination thereabout in former Gen. Aſſemblies. 
Wherefore for further clearing of this matter that we are upon, The excluding of 
perſons choſen by their Presbyter ies without contradiction to be Com. fram ſit- 
ting as members in the Aſſ. mi. upon alledgance of ſcandal againſt them, it would be 
Gelb all honeſt and ingenuous Readers, that when the impuration of ſcandil 
| N depends upon a particular hypothefis defure,w* ich ar lealt is queſtiona- 

and a very point in controverſie between them and their accuſers, it is 1 
all reaſon and equity that they ſhould be holden to be under a preſumptſon of 
(candal, till that hyporbefis be diſcufſed and cleared , and therefore untill 
; E | that 


(3x) 
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that be done, che adrerſaties alledgance of — 1 iſ them, is to be held but 25 d 


meet alledgance, which by the Writers own confeſſion is not à ſufficient" ground” 
whereupon to exclude perſons fram being admitted to ſit as members in a'Gerietal 
Aſſembly, untill their cauſe be tryed and judged, It is known that the Belgiek Re- 
monſtrants in their Proteſtation againſt the Synod of Dort alledged a matter df ſcan- 
dall againſt the moſt part of the Members thereof, i. chat they had made a Schiſm, 
and were Schiſmaticks. The point de jure in Theſi, that Schiſm was à foul ſcandal, 

and ſuch as made them unki to fit in that Judicatory as Members. I ſuppoſe was clearʒ 

and the Remonſtrants brought many plauſible preſuniprions,” that they were güllty 
of itz e 2 great deal then the Writer a led ges againſt the ſate Commil-' 
ſioners; they bring particular inſtances of facts; as keeping ſeparate Congregations; & 
Presbyter ies from the Remonſtrants, — joyn in Prayers or Sacraments with 

them j whereas our Writer alledges nothing but generals, offence of many godly, 

pregnant preſumprions, men undertaking to inftraQ, &c. But here was a queſtion 

in Hypotheft, Whether it be Schiſm to keep ſeparated Congregations and Presbyteries 

fr>mz And to refuſe to joyn in Prayers and Sacraments with men, who had departed 

in their Doctrine from ſuch & ſuch Articles of the Doctrine of that reformed Rick as 

the Remonſtrants had done 3 And therefore theſe Miniſters accuſed by them could 

not be held as under the ſcandal of Schiſm or preſumption thereof, until the points in 

controverſie were tryed, whether the Remonſtrants Tenets were errors, and of what 

conſequence and importance they were; And untill” then the Remonſtrants chal- 

lenge of Schiſm againſt them could not be reputed but a meer alledgance. I know 

other things were anſwered to this reaſon of that Proteſtation by the Forraign Di- 

vines from the mattets themſelves in controverſie between the one and the'6therg but 
it may be eaſily perceived in ſundry of their judgments upon that Proteſtation, that 

they had alſo an eye to this that we have ſaid. Hence is that of ihe judicious Di- 

vines.of - Britain in the ſecond Branch of their anſwer to that accuſation. Conſtat bec 

Synodus ex perſonis nulla cenſurad Feclefiaſtica notaty, nullo public aut legitims judi- 

cio de ſchiſmate tonvictis unquam aui condemnatis „ pyoteſtatio nutem Remonſtrantium 

facta in cqulrnrium vim late ſententiæ habere non debet: And that of the Naſſm 
Divines, Ef vener anda & ſandta har Synodus congrigata in eum fnem ut Doctrinum 

Nemonſtrantium propoſtam defenſamque audiat, ad Des verbum probe examinet, de ej us 

veritate vel falſitate pionuntiet; couſque rgitur ſententiam de ſchiſmate ejuſque autho- 

ribys ſuſpendendam eſſe ſentimus. So ſay we the main buſineſs of the late General 

Aſſembly, was to hear, tiy and examine the proceedings and reſolutions of the late 

Commiſſioners, whether they were conform to the Word of God, the Covenant and 

Con itutions of the Kirk, and hat ebuld be ſaid fot, or againſt them) And 

thereſore until then was the matter of defection objected to them to be ſuſpended. 

From all this that hath been ſaid it is evident that ſceivg the A ſſembly was to go 

about the tryal of the Commiſhoners proceedings with all convenient expedition, 

it is no ways a relevant exception againſt the conſtitution and freedom of the Af: 

ſembly, that they were admitted to fit as Members, notwithſtanding the exception 

that was alledged againſt their fitting + and as for this ſame objeRion, it was ſo fat 

from ſticking upon the Froreſters the mſelves at fi ſt, that Mr. urem can wich 

the good likipg of all of them did put Mr. Robert Nair and Mr. William Rüite upon 

the Liſt of Moderator ; and ſundry of them gave Mr. Robert Nair their vote to be 
Moderator, let be to fit as an ordinary Member of the Aﬀembly. 55 
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$, As for particulars contained in the Writ large fool ecutlon of the Argument 
not need co inſiſt much upon them, nor yet will we follow him in bis At 

ſwers ta objeſt ions; only ſomewhat briefly ta ſomo particulars : And fit to what is 
alledged from the Aﬀſembly, 1 562. 80.81, 
. It had been good, the Writer had ſer down the very Acts related in their full 
and formal words, that we might have ſeen (for every one of us are not keepers of 
the Regiſters, nor have Copies of them beſide us) whether they meant all perſons 
againſt whom any ſcandal was alledged ſhould be remoyed even be 75 the Aſſembly 
conſt kute into a Iudicatory (which was the thing intended by the Proteſters, and 
becauſe not done was the ground of this Quarrel) for we (ce not this by any thing 
that is brought here. 

2. We ſuppoſe it could not be the mind of theſe Aſſemblies 


that alledgance of 
ſcandal againſt perſons ſhould be a cauſe to remove them from fitting in the Aſſem- 
bly as Members altogether, unleſs the ſcandal were clear and ungueRtionable for the 
ing de jure, and ſo cheir appointment comes not home to aur preſent caſe. Next 
— — brprghe os prove- that the Campmiſſioncrs were under ſcandal of 
n, — 2 : 

1. We grant that hear ſay, or common reparr, may be a ground of iry con- 
— e of ſcandal; but this was not refuſed about the — caſe in 

ian 


* As for that cited, 2 Cor. 5-5, that progeeding ordered there, was to preſent 
Cenſure, and ſo we may ſee the Brothers minde that writeth; this is that the Com- 
r which he alledgeth to have been paſſing upon 
them, have been without mareado ſentenced to Cenſure: Good Sir hold 
your hand 3 for my pare I cannot wonder enough that he ſhould have alledged from 
the Apoſtles: words fo generally, without any qualification, that common report may 
be a ground of preſent ſentence againſt a — he doth here. Certainly this 

t to have been well qualified and limited, otherwiſe a wide door is opened to in- 
or cod and even the moſt innocent and gulltleſe men 3 for cannot one or 
two, ar ſore few eyii-rangues, ſpread an evil report of very honeſt men? and how 
early ſhall that report become common, if chat of the Poet be true, as it is moſt 


Fama malum quo non aliud velecius ultum, 
Malilit ate viget, vireſque acquirit eundo. 


Therefore a common report that may be a ground of ſo ſhort and ſummary pro- 
ceeding,mult be ſuch as, 25 

1. Is of a matter that in point de jure is clear, and unqueſtionably a ſcandal. 

2. For the Fat is in a manner univerſal , uncontradicted, either by the 
party or any that have beſt and neereſt notice of his act ions; both were in that 
matter of the Corinthian; The matter was in Jure, clearly an heynous crime, Inceſt, 
uix: having his Fathers wife ; and for the Fact, the r that had come to Paul 
was ſuch as we have ſaid, Omning auditur, as the Arabian Interpreter, marked by 
Bea hath it, Paſſan e in tata Achaia : And another Interpreter on the place, in Mar- 
laraty q.d; Sine negatione, fine tergiverſatione, non dubius eſt rumor, ſed res manifeſta 


paſſin cum magno offendiculo publicata. 
In 


(330 

Ia the preſent caſe in band both conditions were watiting 3 the matter was not dear 
de jure in * main queſtion of it; the report was not ſo common as the contradicti- 
on thereof, | 83 a i 

3 The offence and ſtumbling of the godly at tlie proceedings of the Commiſſio · 
ners might have been, and was indeed not given * theſe. proceedings of theme 
ſelves, but cauſed and born upon them by the miſ- information and miſ-regreſenca» 
tion of them by ſome of theſe tame perſons who are the alledgers and accuſers, as will 
be made good to any unpartial judge in the world, by a tight inſormation and diſce- 
very of the proceedings themſelves, and of the practiſings of the Accuſers 
2 3; and therefore this can be no argument of the Commiſſioners being under 

and | ; 5 1851 

4 There were more teſt imonies by vety far from Presbyteries and Synods for 
them, and theſe teſtimonies given againſt them were really, and in them ſcandals 
reading moſt evidently ro expoſing of the Kingdom and Cauſe to the power of the 
Invaders, whereof the Invaders themſelves were very ſeakblez and for that cauſe were 
ſome of theſe teſtimonies ſooner put in their hands then communicated to the Come 
miſſion, and they in thankfulnels were very careful to cauſe print them. 

5. The third particular is a poor mans . the very 12 
queſtion, and this very begged queſtion is the only main new of this whele Pa 
repeated over and over again > I his the Aſſembly was to try and examine, and till ic 
was tryed a Nayſay was chr anſwer to his aſſitmatlaon. 

6 The brethren who in the Aſſemblie offered to prove the alledgance, were ſome 
of the ſame who had been chief in ſpreading the teſtimonies, and bearing the offence 
upon the Godly, and had defamed the Commiſſioners, and ſo were intereſſed to 
have them noted as under ſcandal : It is againſt all equitie, that for the accuſation of 
ſuch they ſhould have been reputed ſcandalous; it was a good word of juſt ice uttered 
2 man otherwiſe wicked, Julian the Apoſtate, Quit innucens efſe paterit ſ accuſaſſe 

et ? X | b 
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It is atledged by the Writer, that in the ſame Aſſemblie at St. Andrews upon the 


like exception and ob jet lon, others were removed, as Blaketer and others, be- 
cauſe the ſcandal. of their acceſſion unto the unlawful Engagement was not ſufficient. 
ly purged, &c. And he would have any man in the World give a teaſon why thoſe 
were excluded, and not others, againſt whom were as relevant, yea more relevant 
exceptions ? | 0 $667. ; 

Anſw. I think any man in the world that hath common ſenſe, informed of both 
caſes,may give a reaſon, and way perceive that the Writer hath been raſh when he wit 
theſe wor ds, upontbe lthe exception, and as relevant , yea more relevant . exception. 
for Blakrter and theſe others. 

1 Their ſcandal was clear in Law. 

2 They had been convinced of the fact. Tea, . 

3 They had been actually cenſured, and were yer lying under the cenſure. 

4 A part of their cenſure was exclufive trom being Members ot Kirk judica- 
torles. 

5 There was an expreſs act of a general Aſſemblle, chat ſuch perſons ſhould not 
be liberate from that cenſure, nor be capable to be members of any inferiour Kirk ju- 
dicatorie, until their ſatiafactlon ſhould be firſt notified unco, and approven by a ge- 
neral Aſſtmbly : and therefore they could not ſo much as been members of Preſ- 
byterles to be . lifts for Commiſſianers to the General Aſſembly. Now let any 


man in the world tell me if the exception agalnſt the one and the ocher was alike ; 
B22 ot 


- (639) 
or if there was more retevayoy-in the F then 
in the exception againſt thoſe for their exclufion' from being members": The matter 
of the exception might happily conſidered in abſtracto, be of greater importance; 
but we ſpeak now of thelexceprion in relation to perſonꝭ and cikeumftarites , as it 1; 
ro have effect or nog to have effe& upon the Judge for cenſuring and noting, or not 

enſuring and-nating the petſon ss 3 2 90, 

We ſaid we would not follow the ſeveral Objections wherewith the Writer meets; 
nor need we; only there is ſomething in the anſwer to the foueth Obje&ian; where: 
unjs we ſhall ſpeak a word. | 

le being objected by che Writer unto himſelf, or by ſome other ( ĩt matters not 

us whom) that the exception could not be taken unto conſideration, until the judi- 
eatoty were firſt oonſtituted, and a Moderator choſen 3 and chat therefore it was 
not againſt the liberty of the Aſſembly that they did refuſe to fall upon it before thit 
was done; he teplyes ſo as he would ſeem to faſten ſundry points of iniquity upon 
the Aſſemblies carriage in this matter : If ( ſaltk he) the Aſſembly had immediatly 
upon the chooſing of the Moderator fallen upon the trial of that exception, and re- 
movꝰ d thoſe men it would not have looſed, though it might have leflened the ſtrength 
of the argument; but even aſter that they were allowed to fit as Members , 247 a 
be Judges in everything elſe for many daies together, before the Judging of that ex- 
ceptionz- Nay, which is more, before their proceedings were approven, they fare as 
Judges to give vote and ſentence upon the very exception propounded · againſt them 
ſelves 3 the ſame being one of the px inc ipal reafons of the Proteſtation, which was 
condemned before theſe proceedings were 8 z yet that would not (ſaith he) 
looſed the difficulty, becauſe the thing deſired was not the diſcuſſion of che exception 

inftantly before the chooſing of the Moderator, but as it was done to other Members 

excepted agaluſt; fo thoſe ſhould be laid aſide until the Aſſembly were conſtitute; 

and take the ſame into conſideratlon. This the Aſſemhly peremptorily refuſed; and 

admitted them to vote, which was in effect to reje& the exception, either as non · 
relevant, or as falſe; both hic were abſurd : The former would have been to con- 

tradict clear light of teaſon 3 the latter had been to approve the proceedings before 
their trial or hearing, vat was to be ſald for verifying the exception. i; 200 

Anſw. We ſtay not much upon the Objection, but eſpecially to what is ſaid here 
to render the proceed ing of the. Aſſembly in tlils matter odious:; 

1. The Aſſembly did immediatly after: the chooſing of the Moderator, fall upon 
the trial otahat exception, having ſer apatt a Committee fot that very purpoſe, to go 
about it with all diligence. And that the Commiſſioners did in the mean time fir 

and yore in the Aſſembly in other matters for ſundry daies, was becauſe the Aﬀembly 
could not adjourn and be idle all the time that that Committee was to be upon that 

buſineſs. And it had been the conſtant practice of the preceding Aſſemblyes ſince 

38, to admit the preceding Commiſſioners to fir and vote: woke matters dut ing 
the time that their ings: were under trial and examination; yea, even 
* exception hath been made againſt them, as is evident ia the Aſlem- 

7. 48. a 
2. In that which is brought lu as an abſurdity, wit a quod majus en, that before 
thelr proceedings were allowed, the Commiſſioners did ſit as Judges upon the very 
exception propounded againſt themſelves ; it being the principal reaſon of the Pro- 
te ſtation; - &e; contalneth a groſs: Paralogiſm, which can beguile. none but ſuch as 
we too ſimple, ot too willing tobe beguiled , to think evil of the Aſſembly; -For in 
—— n. 
44 miinioners 
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wide difference; The exceptions againſt 


(35) 

miſſioners fitting in the general Aſſembly , before trial of their proceed lags, judge- 
ment was not given upon the truth or falſhood of the thing contained aberein, i. e. 
Whether the proceedings of the Commiſſioners were right or wrong, contained in 
them a courſe of de ſection, or not ? but only whether the Aſſembly refuſing to re- 
maye the Commiſſioners when that was alledged againſt them in the wanhat it was 
alledzed, and before the alledgance was tried, did any thing contrary tothe duty and 
freedome of the Aﬀembly ;. or if the Proteſters did wrong the Alſembly in dec lining 
it upon that ground. Now for the Commiſſioners to fit and vote in Ibis. matter yas 
no irregularity , or elſe the Aſſembly 48, alſo was irregular; whereintas the:Pro- 
teſters may well remember, the Commiſſioners. voted as well as other Members 
upon the releyancy of the exception given in by the Parliament againſt themſelves. 
And the truth is, their voting in the matter of the Proteſtation being no other thing 
but that which we have ſaid, was no prejudice for their advantage in the matter of 
their proceedings; for the alledgance of their carrying on in their proceedings a 
courle of defection at the time and in the manner it was alledged, might have been 
found a non relevant exception for their removal from being Members before the 
trial of their proceedings, and conſequently the refuſing to admit it as an exception 
to that effect a non relevant ground of Proteſtation againſt the Aﬀembly ; and yet 
haply afterwards the ir tpeceglings upon trial might be found and judged to be ſuch 
indeed as they were alledged to be, without any claſhing or conttadictlon between the 
one act and the other. Forts! n affe 24 9 1 

3. Howloever it be true that the thing which was deſired by the Proteſters in the 
entry of the Aſſembly, and before the choyce of the Moderator, was not expreſly and 
formally the trial and diſcuſſion of the exception given againſt the Commiſſioners, 
as to the truth of the thing alledged therein; i, e. Whether indeed the Commiſſioners 
had carried on à courſe of defection from the Covenant and Cauſe , but that the 
Commiſſioners ſhould be laid aſide until the Afſembly had been conſtitute to take 
that into conſideration: Let certain it ls, that they having been choſen to be Com- 
miſſioners unqueſtionably by the Societies they came from (and ſome of them by the 
expreſs vote and conſent of ſome of the Proteſters themſelves z as Mir. Robert Blair 
In the Presbytery , and Mr- James wood in the Univerſity of Saint Andrews , by Mr. 
Samuel Rutherford) and having a formal Commiſſion , and fo the exception being 
perſonal as in relation to that Aſſembly ) and norgropennged agaiaſt theix being 
Commiſhoners , but now in the Aſſembly convened ; of ne y che exception 
behoved to have been tried, and diſcuſſed, and judged , 4 to the relevancy of it for 
their preſent removing and laying a ſde, until it ſhould be tried and diſcuſſed-a to the 
truth of the thing contained in it: For the Writer himſelf conſeſſeth, that every 
exception upon alledgance of Scandal, is not a ſufficient and relevant ground to chat 
effect. Now there was a great queſtion about that exception, namely, concerning a 
queſtion de jure, belonging to it, as we have before cleared. Now tell me if che 

ſſerably before the election of the Moderator, and before ir was conſthute into a 


Judicatory, could try, and diſcuſs, and judge that queſtion ( which of neceſſity tt 


behoved to do before it could be clear about the relevancy of the exception for their 
removing , becauſe as the Writer grants, the exception relevant to remove perſons , 
muſt er fronte clear in Law) certainly it could not 3 and therefore —— 
they could not upon that exception be removed before the election of che Moderator, 
and conſtitutlon of the Judicatory. n e 
As for other Members excepted againſt, and thereupon removed, there was 3 
them were, 35 to thelr. relevancy for re- 
E 3 | © "moving 


— 
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moving now in caſes every way clear, and determined befare, in ſo far as was requl- 
fire to that end, eg Proteſtations in Presbyteries againſt their Blection, ſtanding 
cenſures excluding them from all ſuch Iudicator les unrepealed. So we ſec the ob- 
jection where wich the Writer meets there, may ſtand good with a little explication, 
viz; that no exception queſtionable could be diſcuſſed untill the Iudicatory were firſt 
conſtitute, and the Moderator choſen ; and therefore that it makes nothing againſt 
lade freedom of the late Aſlembly: that before it was conſtitute, and the Moderator 
"_ the Commiſſioners were not removed upon the exception made againſt 
1, becauſe the relevancy of the exception was queſtionable, a maln point de jure 
thereunto belonging, being controverted ar leaſt, and not prima fronte clear ; the 
clearing and Jiu whereof, alſo did moſt intimarely and eſſentially belong to 
the verifying, or falſifying of the exception upon the matter it ſelf, - wherewich a * 
meeting not conſt itute into a Iudicatory could not meddle. 
4. As to the Writers dilemma in the end, that the refuſing to remove the Commiſſi- 
onets, upon the exeeptlon made againſt them, was to determine, either that the ex · 
ception was not relevant, or that it was falſe, and both were abſurd. We anſwer, 
It was indeed to determine that it was not relevant in that circumſtance of time 
when it was propounded for removing them of the Aſſembly and whereas he 
fatch, this were to conrradi& clear reaſon ; this is but a naked aſſertion, and we 
have cleared the contrary. l 
So no we ſhall paſs to the next ground of the Proteſtatlon 3 what is contained in 
the Writer of the ſecond — — Replyes to his fifth objection, or other Ob jections, 
is either nothing to the infringing of our Anſwer, or cleared by wha: hath been 
ſald already; only this much I add, theſe men whom he ſays have fallen from 
their ſtedfaſtneſs, and made defection, at which others could not wink becauſe of 
their former integrity , ſome of them have been ſtedfaſt in the Truth and Cauſe of 
God, when others that accuſe them knew ie not: ſome of them we doubt not will 
by Gods grace give teſtimony of their ſtedfaſtneſs in it in their ſuffering condition, 
when ſome that accuſe them, may be will be found, or already are rampering abour, 
and glofſes how they may with ſome colour ſhuffle themſelves, and looſe 
fome Articles of the Covenant: And the Writer ſhall never be able ro inftance 
that they had made deſectlon in chelt late refolutions either from any Article of the 
Covenant from the truth of Religion in any head thereof, Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſck 
pline or Gorernmem received and eſtabl iſhed in this Kirk, or from praQiting, ac- 
cording to that eruth, I mean by any -publick allowed praiſe or courſe contrary 
thereunto-z For as for PR and ſhorr comings In particular duties, they 
know themſclves to be but men eompaſſed about with a body of death, and we doubr 
not hut they are as far from Phariſaieal juſtifying themſelves as others As to the partl- 
culars mentioned in the Proteſtat ion, that they Karel up the Civil — inſt 
fach as were unfatisſied wich their proceedings, is contrary to che truck, as al be 
cleured afterward. Their alledged prelimiting of the Aſſemblie, is anſwered before. 
Thenext Argument, as it is d and enlarged in the fecond Paper. The meeting 
at St. Andrews had no liberty nor freedom to vote in matters agitated and debated there 
is 3 which is alledged to be manifeſt in theſe particulars, 

1. The Commiſſion bad in their Remonſlrances and Papers ſtirred up the Civil Mai. 
frrate againſt ſuch a: did differ from thrms in their reſolutions and proceedings ; and 4c. 
cordingly the Magiſtrate had confined oor Miniſters, viz. thoſe of upon that 
actount ; and bad mad Lum and r Pliament, ordaining all ſuch to be pro- 
ceeded ayeinfly as enemies to Religion und the Kingdont. 


2. The 
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2. The Commiſſion had by their warnings and Papers to Presbyteries flimed up Pres- 

byteries to cenſure ſuch, and cite them to the General Aſſembly 3 and acturding/y the Pres 

byteries did cite many of them, 2 

3+ The Kings Maſeſtie writ to the Aſſembly a Letter, nouing and flirring them wp tu 
puniſb, and cenſure thoſe who differed from the publich reſolutions, and the Cammi i 
ener did ſecond the ſame by his Speech to the Aſſembly , intimating that he baped ſuch 
courſe ſhould be taken with them, that all others might be — from the like there · 
after 3 none of theſe things that meeting did reſent, but were filent thereat, aud aſter- 
wards did approve. TD | 

Anſw.To the firſt particular. 1. It is contrary to the truck that the Commiſſion had 
in their Papers ſtirred up the Civil Magiſtrate againſt ſuch as did differ from. them 
about their reſolutions and proceedings. The Writer, if he would have dealt ingenu- 
ouſly and faithfully, either with the Commiſſioners, or with ſuch as were to read 
his Paper, he ſhould have inſtanced at leaſt ſome one or two (for be ſpeaks as if this 
had been done in ſundry Papers) paſſages cut of their papers bearing this. 

2. That the Civil Magiſtrate did cenſure (as the Writer termeth them, requiting 
them to ſay at Perth for a ſpace, untill their buſineſs ſhould be cognoſced) the Mini- 
Kers of Sterling, being ſtirred up thereunto by the Commiſſioners; and he confined 
them upon that account, via. that they differed from the publike reſolutions, both are 
affirmed wrongfully, and contrary to the truth. The real ſtory of that buſineſs was 
this in ſum, The Comminee having been informed, that the Miniſters of Sterling 
were in their publick Doctrine, and otherwiſe praiſing, hindering the Levies ac- 
cording to pubiick reſolutions, and moving ſundry perſons in the Garriſon of Sur- 
ling to qult and deſert their charge, which tended to the endangering the whole Land, 
and particularly that Garriſon, then the only Bulwark of the Land under God e the 
CO repreſented the matter to the Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly, 
ſignilfy ing to them that they could not permit that Garriſon to be ſo endangered, yet 
In regard they were Miniſters, they deſired the Commiſſion to take a dealing with 
them firſt, and required the Commiſſion to make report tothem, what effe& their 
dealing with the Brethren ſhould rake 3 The Commiſſion accordingly having met at 
St. Andrews, and had a conference with thoſe Brethren, and having found by their 
own acknowledgment, that in publick they had preached againſt the publick Reſo- 
lutions, and in private had given to ſome perſons, as they ſaid; asking their advice, 
reſolution, that it was not lawfull to continue in that ſervice , being in ſack a 
conjunRion as the reſolutions carryed. Firſt, they laboured to give them ſatisfaction 
about the reſolacionsy but haying «fc Quatre n therein, at laſt they dealt with 
them in much earneſtneſs and tenderneſs, both publickly and privately to give aſ- 
ſurance that they would not proceed to do or ſpeak any thing In their publick Do- 
rine, or in private, to the hindring, and obſtructing of the Levies which were go- 
ing on according to the reſolutions, or might tend to the moving of any of the Gar- 
riſon to quit their charge, which they peremptorily refuſed to do, and fo « 
home from the Conference. The Commiſſion having ſent a meer report yet geſtæ, 
withour more or leſs to the Committee of Eſtates , according as they were · required: 
The Committee required theſe Brethren by Letters to come to Perth, that ſome 
courſe might be taken in relation to them, for ſecuring the Garriſon of Sterling from 
danger. The Brethren having come to Perth, but not at the firſt Dyer 22 
to them, the Committee required them to abide at Perthor Dundee, until the 
returning from Aberdeen, that there mighe be a more full meeting of the Com- 


mittee, a great part of the moſt rable Members thereof being with 2 
et. 
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After the Kings return, aPaper being ſent in by the Committee of Eſtates to the 
Commiſſion of the Kirk ; requiring the Commiſſions advice , as about ſome other 
that had paſſed between them and theſe Brethren, ſo what they t fic 

ſhould be done with the Brethren in relation to the ſecuring of the Garriſon of Ster- 
ing · The Commiſſion in their anſwer declared, that as to this they could not take 
upon them to determine the matter, being meetly civil; but that they deſired and 
expected that the Committee would deal with them with tenderneſs and reſpect, as 
being Miniſters of the Goſpel; Thü is the truth of that buſineſs in ſum, So that 
it appeareth evidently, that the Civil Magiſtrate did confine them ( as they are 
plealed to term it ) neither being ſtirred up thereto by the Commiſſioners, nor 
yet upon the account of their meer differing from the Commiſſion in the publ ick 
reſolutions , but upon the account of their active oppoſing of the reſolutions, to the 
obſtructing of the Levies, and endangering the Gatriſon, and their refuſing to deſiſt 
from that oppoſition : And what is all this to the freedom of veycing in the Af- 
ſembly ? ae 

"4 — neither muſt it be forgotten here, hat was the iſſue of that conſinement as 
the Writer terms it) and compiering of theſe Brethren before the Committee: 
If the Writer be ignorant of it, let him know it was this: Mr. Robert Dowglas , and 
Mr. James Wood being dealt wich by ſome of theſe Brethrens intimate friends to 
intercede with the Parliament (which was then convened) to paſs from calling them 
further, did readily undertake it, and obtalned their deſite, that they were alknilſed 
preſently e and though then one of theſe Brethren came and acknowledged to theſe 
two the kindneſs done in their behalf; yet now in the Proteſtatlon, and in this ſecond 
Paper, ic is required wich a ſlander , That they with the other Commiſsioners 
Kirred up the Civil Magiſtrate againſt them for diffcring from the publick reſolu- 
tions. . 

To the ſecond particular; The Commiſſion in their Act and laſt Letter to 
Presbyterics, did reſtrain Presbyter les from cenſur ing any of them; they did not ſo 
much as dete any to be referred or cited to the General Aſſembly for differin 
trom / them in the reſolutions, but only ſuck as continued to oppoſe; Presbyteries ci FE, 
but ſew, as will be found by Regiſters of the Aflembly ; and ſome ot theta were 
chofen Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly: But was there not far more done 48 > Did 
not the Commiſſion ſtir up Presbyreries to cite all that were in the meaneſt degree 
of difference from them? viz ſuch as were only guilty of filence, and not ſpeak- 
ing with them. and to cenſure torthwith all that oppoſed? Will the Writer therefore 
ſay thar yoycing in theſe matters was not free in that Aſſembly ? If nor then, why 
doth he uſe double weights'? » 

To the third particular, Concerning the Kings Letter, and the Commiſſio- 
ners Speech to the Aſſembly, there was not one word in them more or les for pu- 
niſhing or cenluting any for differ ing from the publ ick reſolutions: bur if any thing 
of that kind was deſired, it was for oppoling , to the weakning of the hands of the 
Kingdom. and ftrengthning the hands of the Enemies joyned with expreſſions of 
earneſt deſire to endeavour by all fair means to gain all that differed to unity: Did 
this take away the freedom and liberty of voycing ? eſpecially conſidering that what 
was defired was propounded by way of meer de lire, without any threatning or allure» 
ment to byaſs mens voting. 

But that the honeſt Reader may be able the better to give his judgement of this 
matter, he may with little pains come by the Copy of the Commiſſioners Speech, 

and of the Letter alſo. © Alwaies whatever was in the Letter or Speech, I dare affirm 
8 that 


- 
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that in that Aſſembly there was as great freedom and liberty in ſpeaking and voting 
abcut theſe reſolutions in debate, as well as any other , 2s well contra as pro, as there 
was in any Aſſembly theſe years bypaſt : Yea more then was in ſome of them 3 
wherein it is well known, that ofientimes to the grief of men in the Kirk, moſt emi» 
nent for grace, giſts, gtavity, age and experience, ſome who now undeſervedly ac- 
cufe this Aſſembiy of the wane of libertv and freedom , have enden voured ro carry 
matters with a ſtrong hand, eiying down with ſnarp reflex ions, and flouting ſuch as 
any way dared to (peak. or vote ina different way from them ; which, if reports may 
be believed, ſome of them has acknowledged in their late confeſſions, 125 
§. Ihe Writer * 2 propounding of this Argument , meets with one Ob- 
jectian againſt it; Weſhall nor ſtay upon diſcuſſing of his Reply, as it relates to 
that Objection , but ſhall ſpeak a word to that which he chargeth npon the Kings 
Lerrer.as gnorderly and ir egulat; V. That whileas the Aſſemb!y had not yet medird 
with the pub ich reſolutions and proceedings, to condemn or approve them, be ſhould 
have ſiured up the Aſſembly to cenſure ſuch as differed from them. 
An ſw. Beſides that, as hath been already ſaid, the Aſſewbly was not defired to 
cenſu e any for diffcring from the publick Reſolutions ſimply. 

1. It was not deſired that the Aſſembly ſhould cenſure them, without trying, and 
approving the Reſolutions ; nor waz it defired that the Aſſembly ſhould approve 
withaur due tryal 3 but the King ſuppoling them to be right and juſt in themſelves, 
and that the Aſſembly, upon due tryal, could not but finde them to be ſuch, defired 
that ſuch as had oppoſed them to the prejudice of the defence of the Cauſe, and King- 
dom, might be dealt with to be reclaimed , or if that could not be obtained, Cen- 
ſured. | * fi er 

2. Conſider what caſe he was in here; he was obliged by; Treaty to: fallow the 
advice of the Commiſalon of the Kit in the intervals of A ſlemblies in matters E c- 
cleſiaſtick, he had ſought and gotten their advice in theſe matters que ſt ionedʒ and no 
men in Scotland were more earneſt to have that Condition in the Articles of the Trea. 
ty, then theſe that accuſe him here. | ; 

Object. But he ſhonld have uſed bis judgment of diſcretion upon any reſolutions gi= 
ven to him by the Commiſſion. . 

I I confeſs that ia true; but yet any man may e that the words of that Article 
of the Treaty are very peremptory and — Letter; for no more is ſaid, 
but that he ſhould fallow the advice of the Commiſsion : and it is well known, that 
when it was motioned that it ſhould have been expreſly added, Agreeable to the word 
of God, and Doctrine and Conſtitutions of thus Kirk, the motion was oppoſed, and ſtop- 
ped by ſome of the Accuſers; this I ſpeak , not to ſay that he was bound to give 
blind obedience, bur only that he was in a right tickliſh caſe here: But — is 
The Civil Magiſtrace being convinced in his conſcience upon good, true ſolid 
grounds of the errour of ſome Moctrine or Practice of ſome Miniſters: (which is not 
yet particularly determined in Hypotheſi by any conſtitution of the Kirk) and of the 
evil which they have done to the Publick in following ir, may he not exhort a general 
Aſſembly, being convened even in the entry thereof ro cenſure ſuch, without pre- 
limiting, and encroaching upon the liberty and freedom of the Aſſembly in judg- 
ing and voting upon it ? 1 doubt, if he may not. But ſuppoſe he cannot without in* 

, croaching and ptclimitation Active upon his part : yer ſure this cannot prove the 
Aſſembly not free in voting and judging, unleſs there can be ſome evidence given 
of the impreſs ion and effect of it upon the Members in cheir voting and 
judging. N 
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upon much increaty, and pleading, by ſome of his beſt wel-wiſhers in the Aﬀembly 
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| 4 Judge maj be bempted and ſolicited, and yet be unqueſtionably uneo ; rupted, 


and free in his Judging. - | 

S. The next Argument, proper to the ſecond Paper, is becauſe in the Aﬀembli: 
at St. Andrews, perſons allowed by acts, and the policy of this Kirk to ſpeak their 
conſclences, were denyed liberty ſo to do I and to prove this, the Writer 

1. Takes much pains to ſhew from old ARs of this Kirk, that not only perſons Ec. 
cleſiaſtick, having Calling and power to vote, but others alſo, are allowed to propone, 
and reaſon, yea, and to preſent their thoughts in writing to the Aſſembly; but he 
needed not to have been at ſo much pains in caſting over ſo many Aſſemblies for 
this purpoſe. The point is genggally confeſſed in all Orthadox Kirks, and known to 
any that hath read N common head de confiltis in their Syſtems. 

He ſaich, that Sir Archibald Jobnſton (whom he mentions with many Excomia, 
to make the matter he is to ſpeak more bulkſom) having written bu minde to the meet. 
ing, not able to come himſelf about the things, to be agitate in the Aſſembiy, holding forth 
much clear light from the Scripture , and Acts of former Aſſemblies in theſe particulars 
(if it was ſuch light as he held forth in ſome of theſe ſame particulars at Perth, it was 
bur very little, and not much to be feared by any of a contrary minde) Alſo the Let- 
ter was publicii delivered, required to be yead by him that preſented it; the Mode - 
rator baving it wp, promiſed to canſe read it, and many- members did, at ſundry 
ocraſions, preſs the reading of it; yet it could never 7 obtained, but mas ſmothered toge- 
ther with a Proteftation contained therein, againſt a Paper of the Commiſsion to the 
—— approving what mas done by the King and Committee of Eſtates, to the Mia 


s © 
Anſw. Here is much want of ingeouley, and nothing to the truth of the matter, 
making againſt the freedom of the Aſſembly : The Aſſembly never refuſed to have 
un read z*moſt part of the whole Aſſembly were earneſtly. defirous to have it read, 
and none more then moſt part of thoſe whom the Writer would infinuate unto his 
Readers unacquainted with the buſmeſt, to have been the oppoſers of the 
of it, and ſmotherers of it, as being of a different judgement from Sir 4 j 
and feared for the pith of his Papers. The trutk of that was this, as I doubt 
not but the Writer knows In his conſcience,had he been ſo ingenuous as to tel it. Some 
perſons in tho Aﬀembly, bearing much reſpe& and renderneſs xoward Sir Archibald, 
becauſe of 'intimarefriendfhip with im, partly becauſe of his many former 
yood ſervices, did plead for a delayʒ alledging iæ was unreafonable that the Aſſembl les 
| time, whereof they knew not how ſhort liberty they might have, ſhould be 
tupon reading any particular mans letters, whereas the Committees were not 
yet nominate and conftirute, and the proceedings of the Commiſslon, which by 
the appointment of former Aſſemblies ought to be the firſt buſineſs taken to conſide- 
ration, were not ſo much as once looked upon: and indeed, the'Papers which were 
ſent and deſired to he read; concerning his minde, amounted to ſuch a Volume, as 
the reading thereof | might have taken up all the time that the Aſſembly could pro- 
bably expect for 3 , though never another buſineſs had been touched: There 
was, if my memory fail me not, a letter of four or five ſheets" of thick Writ ; and 
mes a k required to be read before the Aſſembly did enter upon the 
firſt the lnting of Committees amounting to the number of 100. ſheers 
at leaſtʒ And muſt ir be ſuch a crime, as for which the Aſſembly muſt be judged nub , 
that ſuch a mot ion was delayed, and referred to a more convenient time, which was 
the only thing that the Aſſembly did? And that not of their own inclination, but 


who 
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courſe might be taken in relation to them, for . the Gariſon from 
from the guilt of encroaching upon the liberties of the Kirk, 
Proteſtation of theſe Miniſters of a very high ſtrain ; and approving theſe 
Brethreos proteſting , in ſo far as it was proviſional for the liberties and priviledges 
of the Klik; and expreſſing their deſires that theſe Brethren might be dealt with by 
the Kirk and Committee ina tender and reſpeRful way, as Miniſters of the Goſpel. 
The laſt argument is, That it cannot be a lawfub free Aſſembly in which perſons 
lawfully under trial are admitted to ſit as Judges in the ſame thing for which they are 
under trial; but the meetings of St. Andrews and Dundee was ſuch 3 the C . 
fioners therein were admitted to fir as Judges in the ſame thing for which they were 
under trial, This is abſolutely denied; but the Writer goeth about to prove kt by 
inſtance of ſome particulars. 
1. Becauſe the Commiſſioners before the approbation of their proceedings » did fit as 
Judges of the Proteſlation 3 a part whereof mas, that their proceedings ſhould not be 
r4:ified , becauſe they did involve a conſunction with the Malignant party , contrary to 


c. 2 ; 

2. Thiy did alſo before the approbation of their proceedings. judge the: perſons who 
had given it in; and did give their voyces amongſt others, who of them ſhould be cited in 

order to cenſure. 9 * i 

3. Nay the committee wherein that buſineſs relating to the Proteſlation, and ingjving 

of it ( upon whoſe report the reſolution of the 2 did mam bang ). was handed, 

2 was 
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was for the moſt part of it made up of Members vf the Commiſſion 3 which things will 


be ledged we believe (Gai h he) by indifferent men, unſutable and inconſiſtent with 
the luberty of a free General Aſſewibly. 

And then he addeth , That neither would be have others, nor do they themſelves 
lay much weight upon this argument, unleſs two points of fact upon which it u grounded 
bz found clear. 

x That the Proteflation was judged, and the five Members (ir was yet queſtionable 
whether they were Members or not, their Commiſſions being controverted , unleſs 
be tkiaks they were eſſentially Members) were appointed to be cited before the approving 
of the Commiſſion of the Kirk. | a 5 

2. bat the Members of the Commiſſion had voyce in theſe things ; inſinuating, that 
if theſe matters of fat be clear, as they were informed , the argument u valid to batter 
. down that Aſſembly, as not free and null. 

Anſw. It's true, theſe five perſons were appointed to be cited before the appro- 
bation of the proceedings of the Commiſſion , but not in relation ro cenſure ab- 
ſolutely and A var gea- „ but to anſwer for chelr declining, and in cale they 
ſhould not juſtific ie, or paſs from ĩt to be cenſured. Whether the Proteſtation it ſelf 
was judged before the approbatlon of the Commiſſion , my memory ſer veth me not 
to ſay 8 3 L ſuppoſe it was: yet I leave it to be cleared by the minutes of the 
Aſſembly. Bur give me leave to ſay it humbly, that granting both theſe matters of 
fact, yet the argument will be found by any indifferent judicious man in the world, 
able to bear little weight , and in effect but a meer paralogiſm in the whole probation 
of the aſſumption, vu. That the Commiſſioners did ſit Judges in the very thing for 
which they were under trial. For as to the firſt particular, Might not the A ſſembly 
have judged the Proteſtation before the approbation of the Commiſſion , and yet in 
Judgi of it not have judged the thing whetein the Commiſſioners were yet under 
trial? Yea verily they might 3 for why, they might as to that part of it that is al - 
ledged in this argument, v. That the Commiſſioners proceedings ſhould not be rati fied, 
have judged that they ought to go on to try them; and if they did find them right, 
and agreeable to the Word of God, and conſtitutlons of this Kk, in chat cafe to 
ratiſie them. And I dare take it upon me, that if they did judge the Proteſtation 
before the approbat ion of the Commiſſion, they did no other thing in relation to 
that | prccular 

ow to judge that they ſhould gone on in the trial of the proceedings of the Com- 
miſſion to approve them if they ſhould be found as ſaid is; and to judge in the 
thing wherein the Commiſlic n was under trial 3 that is, to judge upon the proceed- 
ings themſelves, whether they were agreeable, as ſaid is, or not; are not the ſame 
thing, but very different things, as any man that hath half an eye may ſee and diſcerng 
2s did not the Members of the Commiſſion 48, judge and vore with others. that that 
Aſſembly ſhould go on in trying their proceedings, and ratifie them if they ſhould be 
found right ? And yet will he ſay for that (nor can it in truth be (aid ) that they 
judged and voted in that wherein they were under trial? And therefore it is evident, 
, that the Commiſſioners might ſit as Judges of the Proteſtacion , even before the ap- 
robation oftheir proceedings, and yer it na way follows, that they did fir as Judges 
fa the ſame thing wherein they were under trial 3 whether the Writer hath: reaſoned 
chus ſo looſely out of miſtake, or on purpoſe, I cannot tell: I can hardly ſuppoſe the 
_ former of him, conſid that this Paper evidences he is no Child; if the latter be 
tue he hath (ace pt omiſed ro himſelf very undiſcerning Readers, and his carriage is 

the more fanl. 5 
0 


| (43) | 

To the ſecond. The Commiſſioners might alſo gire vote with others, who of 

the Proteſters ſhould be cired; and judged them alſo, and that before the approbation 

of their own proceedings 3 and yet ſo, as it could no waies follow that they had 

ſitten as Judges in the ſame thing wherein they were under trial, i. e. their own pro- 

ceedings : for why , they might have voted with others, and they did no otherwiſe 

vote in the matter of theſe perlons citation, but that they ſhould be cited to anſwer 

and be tryed upon the grounds of their declinature and Proteſtation and they might 

alſo wich others have judged the grounds of their Proteſtation, found them non- 

relevant, and thereupon ſentenced them for proteſting againſt 3 and declining the 

Aſſembly upon ſuch graunds3 and yet the Aſſembly might have found upon trial, 

the proceedings of the Commiſſion afterwards wrong and cenſurable, without any 
+ contradiQion. | 

There is not a ground of the Proteſtation , but it might have been found non- 
relevant, for proteſting againſt the Aſſembly before the trial of the Commiſſioners 

roceedings 3 and yet nothing been thereby imported more for approbation, then 

or condemnation of the proceedings of the Commiſſion. + 2 

As to the third el » The force of ir fals to the ground with the two former; 
for it containeth no new ground, but only a ſeeming aggravation of them; if they 
might fir in the Aſſembly in plena curia, and judge deciſrue ,* they might as well in 2 
Committee voyce deliberative & preparatorie in theſe matters, . viz. = the Pro- 
reſtation and the Proteſters, and yet not judge any thing in the thing wherein them- 
ſelves were under trial; nor yet done any thing therein that could be any prejudice 
ro the approving or diſ- approving of their own proceedings: Yea I dare affirm it, 
that nor the Writer. nor any that was in the Aﬀembly, ſhalI be able co inſtru , that 
any of the Commiſſioners did judge or vote either in the Aſſembly, or in any Com- 
mittee of the Aﬀembly in any act of it, importing either formally, or by way of 
conſequence, approbation or allowance of their own proceedings. 

I ſhall here adde but one'word , That any of the Conlliobers did yote in the 
Aſſembly in the matter relating to the perſons of the Proteſters , or were upon any 
Committee for that purpoſe; it was not᷑ to their prejudice , but to their pony, 4, it 
being a thing well known I believe to their own conſciences, that ſome of theſe Com- 
miſſioners were perſons moſt tenderly affected towards them of any, and ſo did carry 
themſelves. Now I leave it to the impartial underſtandirig Reader to be judged, if 

this laſt argument againſt the Aſſembly is able to bear much weight, give it all the 
props which the Writer requireth to ſuſtain it. . 

S. And now . all that hath been ſaid, let every man judge, in the fear, and as 
in the fight of God, whether any or all the reaſons contained in the Proteſtation it 
lelf, or in the liter Paper, be relevant grounds to proteſt againſt, or nullifie the 
late Aſſembly as unfree and unlawfull in the conſtitution and manner of proceeding 
thereof; or if in the conſt itutĩon and manner of procedure therein, there was ſuch en- 
croachmènts upon the liberties and freedom of Aſſemblies, as ( which the Writer 
boldly affirms in anſwer to bis firſt general Ob jection formed againſt himſelf ) de- 
ſtroyes almoſt all the eflentials of an Aſſembly, freedom of election, freedom of 
voycing, &c: or ſack eneroachments, 2s moved the Aſſembly 38. to judge null 
the pretended Aſſemblies condemned therein; or if the arguments againſt the late 
Afſ'mbly be as ſtrong as any brought againſt theſe, both which the Writer affirms 
too boldly , ibid. but puts the trial over upon the Reader, wherein I think he did 
wiſely ; for I amperſwaded , had he taken the — to make a particular parallel, 
faichfully comparing the one with the other, _ devidently failaq ri the ms 
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15 and wronged his ctedit by diſcovering the raſhneſs of his aſſertions, well, as we 


have.cleared'the reaſons brought againſt this Aſſembly , we ſhall alſo be at a little 
pains, according to his defire , to take a view of the reaſons brought againſt theſe 
Aſſemblies; and ſhall alſo be at the pains to ſer down-ſome of them here, that the 
Reader of this Vindication, who it may. be hath not the A cts of Aſlembly 38, at hand, 
may conſider them. . | . 

I, Undue indi&ion, as Luilithgow, 1606. but ſeven daies 3 Aberdeen, 1616. but 
twenty daies before , contrary to clear and expreſs Law , and cauſing the abſence of 
many Commiſſioners. | | 

2. . Commiſſioners from Presbyteries not elected, but enjoyned to come, by 
the Kings or Biſhops Letters, or both 3 Luilithgow, 1606. rea. 2. G{aſcow , 1610, 
reaſ. 1. 4 
3. Many Voters, as Judges, having no Commiſſion from the Kirk. Luilithgow , 
1606, Forty two Noblemen, Officers of Bſiate» Councellers , Barons and Biſhops, 
Glaſcow, 1610. Thirty Noblemen and Barons, beſides the pretended Biſhops , 
_— Aberdeen, 1616, Twenty five Gentlemen and Noblemen , and a Mi- 
niſter, reaſ. 3. Perth, 1618. Nineteen Noblemen and Barons, eleven Biſhops. ' 

4. Many ſupernumerary · Commiſſioners from Presbyterles and Burroughs in 
ſundry of them. | 

5. Threatning of Commiſſioners to vote as the King would, Glaſcow, 1610. 
reaſ. 3. Perth, 1618. with the wrath of authorkty, imprilonment, baniſhment , de: 
privacion of Miniſters, utter ſubverſion of the State; yea, that neither reaſoning nor 
number of voyces ſhould carry the matter. 

6. Bribing of Commiſſioners. | Glaſcow, 1610.. veaſ. 3. 5, - 

7. No election of a Moderator, but uſurpation of that place by the Biſhop, Aber- 
deen, 1616, yeaſ. 1, Perth, 1618. reaſ. 2. 

8. Noruling Elders ſent from Presbyteries. Glafcow, 1610. reaſ. 1. 

9. Grounds of proceeding ; not the Word of God, the confeſſion of faith, acts 
of the Aſſembly, but the Kings command. Perth, 1618. reaſ. 9. | 

Now Reader compare theſe with the reaſons brought again the late Aſſembly, to- 
gether with what hath been ſaid in examination of them, and Judge them impartially, 
if no ſtronger s was brought for the nullity of theſe pretended Aſſemblies, 
then this Writer hath brought againſt this. 

After all thoſe arguments brought to nullifie the late Aſſembly, the Writer brings 
ſome general Object ions againſt their proteſting againſt the Aſſembly , formed at 
his proves and anſwereth them; he needed not been at this pains, I doubt not ho- 
neſt and underſtanding men, intereſt in time convenient, will repreſent reaſons 
enough the eee ie themſelves. Nor will we ſtay to trace him in theſe, conſidering 
how weak and feRle(s the grounds were whereupon the Proteſtation was built. The 
Authors of it, although I queſtion not their finding mercy at Gods hands, yer (hall 
they never be able to wipe away (before the eyes of impartial diſcerning men of this 
and ome generations, who ſhall be rightly informed of it) the blot of dividing 
the Kirk , n r enemies, by the 
needleſs and unreaſ; propounding of it, and of the bloody unſeaſonableneſs of 
it. It may ſting them to remember at what a time they gave ic in, when the blood of 
their Brethren ſhed in defence of their Country was as yet recking from the ground ; 
and what contentment and inſultation ſome of them kyth'd in their countenance 
and ſpeech at that very circumftance of time ; and that they would not delay the in- 
giving of it a day, though hear ing, and an admittance was promiſed to them; and 

Fe ; | | one, 


EMS). 1 
one, if they could not all be preſent perſonally, might have preſented it in their name: 
but they would needs force give ic in then, though it was near midnight, and the 
adjournment of the Aſſembly was voted before. , ba 

I (hall only adde but a word or two more; one is this: L put it to ſome of their 
conſciences, if it was not apprehenſion that the Aſſembly likely would approve. the 
proceedings of the Commiſſioners that moved them indeed. to give in that Proteſta · 
tion (together with the occaſion of the daies event) more then conſcience of any ur 
gent weight of the grounds whereupon it was built: I give theſe two evidences of 
this, *. | 
1. That they did ſo earneſtly preſs that the Aſſembly might be but adjourned 
upon that ground, that there were ſuch differences about the proceedings. 

2. That until that day ſome of themſelves had ſuten and voted in it as an Aﬀem» 
bly lawfully conſtitute, -compeered in Committees of the Aſſembly 3 yea ſitten as 
Members in them; ſome” ot them being Moderators and Clerks of theſe Com- 
mlittees co d upon Matters chat came before the Aſſembly, made reports to the 
full Aſſembly, concurred with their votes in concluding and making ſundry acts of 
the Aſſembly, until that very day that the blow was given at Innerbeithing ; and even 
then, when the Aſſembly did meet at night to adviſe upon tranſhtion ,- they voted in 
that buſineſs ; it Is true, they voted not for tranſlation, but for adjourning of it: 
but that ſame did neceſſarily import their acknowledgement of it for the preſent a 
lawful Aſſembly; howſocyer now they do proſeſa that that was an errout and faulc 5 
yet theſe things does clearly enough evidence, that at the time of the ingiving of the - 
Proteſtation , it was not conſcience of the weight of the grounds whereon it was 
bullt (as they pretend in the Proteſtation) but ſome other thing, even that which is 
ſaid before, that moved them to proteſt againſt the Aſſembly. . ig HIER; 

5. I ſhall in the next place ſpeak a word or two to two paſſages contained in theſe 
general Objections ; becauſe in the one the Writer pretends to hold fort- a new 
argument againſt the lawfulneſs of the Aſſembly; in che other through the ſides of lt 
he ftrikes at the Aﬀſembly of Glaſcow 38, it ſelf. The former, in the anſwer of the 

Albeit there were nothing relating to the point of farm ( viz. of the conſtitution and 
mamer of procedure of the Aſſembly} yet ſome conceive, and with much appearance of 
reaſon , that an Aſſembly pr ogeeding wrong; upon the matter is a null Aﬀembly , becauſe 
Kirk judicatures have 10 pawer t8 deftrudiion ; but all their power 1s to edification 3 
and all power Commiſſioners of a Gengral A bave , it is by Commiſſion: from their 
Presbyteries » which Commiſſion limiteth them to the ord of God, the Covenant ," and 
afls of former Aſſemblies : And therefore in ſo far as they do any thing contram to theſes 
in ſo far they may be declined , as 7 nor authority for daing any ſuch thing , 
which furnſhech.a nem argument not befare alledged for declining the Aſſembly ] heeauſe 
in the moſi of all, and mo(} material ¶ their pr 2 they bad proceeded cantnaty to the 
truſt commuted to them by Presbyteries; -, e 41:32:10 108 e 

Anſw. We are not now er abous the right or wrong of particular ſacts and q 
conſtitutions of the Afſemblyz. The Writer does but affirm that they were wrong, 3 
and his ſaying ſo is not to be held pro ſententia lata , nor is it an Oracle. But to. che 3 
Reg ny (as the Writer doth; and ieee 

1. Suppoſing (as the Writer doth and we concelve we have | | 
made it more clear then a ſuppolicion ) nothing could be alledged in. the of 
form z that which is added heze makes notking for 0 0 abe deed of the Ero. 
teſters, who proteſted agalaſt the lanfulneſs of the Aſſembly, when as ic had nat 
; . come 5 


; (46) „ 
come to any of theſe proceedings which the Wi iter alledges to be wrong upon the 
mat: er ; this ſure 1 am cannot be juſtihable. 5 

But 2. If che Writer by theſe Some who conceive (as he ſaith) meaneth any ſound 
Orthodox Writers, it had been fit that he had named them, and cited their words 
and writings wherein they expreſs that conceit, that we might had conſideration of 
chem 3 if he mean ſome of themſelves + theic authority can have bur little weight in 
this matter, being but the party without authority ſpeaking in their own cauſe, arid 
for their own advantage: Bur for the thing it ſelf which is affirmed here, that an 
Aſſembly againſt which nothing can be alledge d in point of form, vi. in the con- 
ſtitutl on of it, or manner of its proceed ing, is a null Aſſembly, i. e. according to 
the ſtare of the queſtion in hand, not having the being of an Aſſembly, but ro be 
held a meer meeting. deſtitute of authority becauſe proceeding wrong upun the mat- 
ter, i. e. making ſome wrong acts, is in my weak judgement a moſt dangerous and 
irrational conceit. I conteſs indeed, that a General Aſſembly is a Judicatory not 
abſolutely Soveraign, whoſe conſtitutions are to be embraced upon irs bare and naked 
authority, as Papitts male their Councels ro be, but Miniſterial, ſubordinare to, and 
limited by a rule , and not infallible neither. And therefore that inferiour Judica- 
tor ies, and private Chriſtians alſo z muſt make uſe of the judgement of diſcretion to 
compare thelr conſt hui ions with the rule, and are not obliged to receive them if they 
be contraty to; or diſſentient from the rule : but to ſay , that not wickſt and ing it be 
conſtitute, fo as nothing is wanting or amiſs, as to the point of form requiſite in 
fucha Judicatory ;' yet if it make wrong conſtitutions upon the matter, that it is to 
be held no Aﬀembly at all, is to open a gap to confuſion, inferreth this abſurd con- 
ſequence, That an Aſſembly is not compleatly conſtitute in the being of an Aſſem- 
bly, until all the acts of it be concluded and ended 3 and that until it be concluded, 
no Man can achnowlédge it, or ſubmit to ir, but with a reſerve. And if it ſhould᷑ be 
ſo,,: Iſes not how it can be avoyded but by the like reaſon; chat act wrong upon the 
matter muſſ make a Presbyterie no Presbyrerie; yea and a Miniſter a Non: Miniſter, 
which no man will not ſee is moſt contrary to the practice of Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, 
in relation to the Prieſts and Kirk judicatorles among ſt the Jews while they were a 
Kirk. It is alſo remarkable, that that ſolemn Aſſembly at Glaſcem declaring the nul- 
lity of fix pretended Afſemblics , does never take an argument to prove the nullity 
of any of them from the matter of the acts made in them; which yet there was very 
firm occaſion to have done, if that Aſſembly had been vi the Writers mind. 

The two grounds upon which the Writer ſaith this 'conceit hath great appearance 
of reaſon, are of that ſort of arguments which Arifotle calleth & 92170441o1 wn 
ler 3, l. e. that gave appearance, but no ſolidity. | 

The firſt is , That Kin judicatories have no power for defiruftion y but all their 
power is for edification z he might have taken a larger ſubject to this enuntiarion , 
even all Judicatories, as welt civil as ecclefiaſtick ; for no civil Judicatory, nor 
Judge, nor Magiſtrate more then eccleſiaſtick, hath power iE,  e. moral power, 

Sion, but all their power in this kind is for edification in their kind, viz. 
for procuring or preſerving the good and ſafety of the people ( which is ſuprema lex 
by juſt acts. Is then that a good conſequence ? An Aſſembly that maketh'deſtruRive 
acts is null, no lawful Aſſembly : then it's as good conſequence, a Parlament that 
makech deSruRive ads is no Parlament, and a King that maketh deftrutive aQs is 
no King. The truth is, an Aﬀembly tha makerh wrong as, diſſentient from the 
rules ic hould walk by, ati not as a lawful Aſſembly ſnouid do; nor are theſe a 
made nor to he obeyed but yet nevertkeleſs it may be a true lawful A 
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bly, as ta the eſſence and belng ofan Aﬀembly, and having lawful ahority, As the 
Parliament 48 , in carry ing oa the ſinful En 1 ement, made many ads deſtructive 
to the Coinmonweal , and to the end of a Parlament; which people thought them · 
ſelves not obliged to vbey, and were condemned afterward 3 and yet that Farlament 


was never denied to be a fawful Parlament; it was a diſtin&lon at that time com- 


mon, uncontradicted, and for my part I cannot ſee a reaſon why it ſhould not have 
place alſo in relation to an Aſſembly, that the acts of it may be unſawful , and yet it 
lelf a lawful Aſſem bly. | Nin biff 
I he other reaſon is never a whit more to the purpoſe then the former z for, ro let 
als what the Writer ſays, That whatever power Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly 
ave, it's by Commiſſion from Presbyteries , &c. (which deſerves examination, and if 
he mean that the power of Commiſſioners fitting together and voting in the Aſſem- 
bly is but a delegate and deputed power, and ſo ſubotdioaes to the power of Preſ- 
byteries, it can hardly be reconciled with ſound do&rine concerning Church. 
government) Suppoſing, I ſay, that what he affirms is tiue, no more follows, but 
that in ſuck acts às the Aſſembly makes contrary to the limitations and rules contain. 
ed therein, they may get 2 » and that ſuch acts may be declined and pro- 
reſted againſt. And indeed the Writer himſelf infers no more but this much, for- 
getting in ſo ſhort words what he had propounded as the point to be proven; for theſe 
are his very words, [ Therefore in ſo for as they do any thing contrary to this, ix ſo far 
they may be declined , as having no power or authority for doing any ſuch thing] which 
what is it elſe but what we have ſaid ? But it does not follow, that becauſe they make 
acts contrary to the limitations of their Commiſſion, therefore the Aſſembly may be 
declined and proteſted againſt abſolutely , as not having the being of a lawful free 
Afﬀembly : Juſ as becauſe the Members of a Parlament haveall their power b 
Commiſſion from the People of the Land, Commiſſioners of Shires from rhe 
Shires, Commiſſioners of Burroughs from their Burroughs, by a temporary ele&lon , 
and (as I humbly conceive) Noblemen too, by a kind of elect ion hereditary from the 
Commonwealth; and they are limited to the laudable fundamental Laws of the 
Kingdom, and unto the common principles of juſtice: It follows well, that if they 
make acts contrary unto theſe, they are not obligatory unto obedience , and in ſo far 
they may be proteſted againſt 3 but it does not follow, that therefore the Parlament 
that makes them may be abſolutely declined and proceeded againſt as no lawful and 
free Parlament. I know there are many differences between theſe Judicatories in 
other things; but I think the Writer ſhall be hardly able to let us ſee a reaſon why the 
parallel in this ſhould not hold good; this is it that takes away the force of the ſecond 
ground for proving the point that was intended. And I hope by what hath been ſaid, 
i is ſufficiently evidenced , that the Writer hath brought no new conſiderable reaſon 
for cke nullity of the late Aſſembly as to the being of a free lawful Aſſembly, even 
ſuppoſe ſundry of the acts and conftitutions were wrong upon the matter ( which yet 
is not granted, and he ſhould have proven, and not nakedly affirmed) but has brought 
diſadvantage to himſelf, and to the Proreſtation. 

The other paſſage we would ſpeak a word to, is in his anſwet to the laſt ObjeQion: 
He ſaith, To mate an all appointing ſuch as decline a Generdl Aſſembly to be ſummarily 
excommunicate, were either to ſuppoſe that a General Aſſemblytonld not be wrong con- 
Bitute , or could not erre in their proceedings ; or tiſe ſuppoſe they ſhould be wrong con- 
Hitute, and erre , yet they ought not to be declined aud pr ote ; both of which 
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groſſely miſtaken while he inſinuateth that any for the late Aſſembly do mean thar 
ſuch an act ſhould be againſt declining any Aſſembly, lawful or unlawful) but againſt 
appealing from a lawful Aſſembly to the civit Magiſtrate, And then cloſes, Fhat from 
theſe things it may appear how unwarrantably the Meeting at Dundee (it muſt be Kill, 
for ought he has alledged, the General Aſſembly at Dundee) did upon alledgance of this 
act fall u pan debate of the ſummary excommunication of thoſe who bad proteſted. 

Anſw. Any debate that was in the Aſſembly was no great nor long deb ite upon 
chat matter; and it was not ſo much out of any purpoſe or deſite to doit, as to find 
eur what they might have done by the conſtitutions of this Kirk, if they would have 
minded ſeverity of cenſure. Neither was it that act of the Aﬀembly 1582, ſo much 
that they looked to, as the authority of the ſolemn Aſſembly at Glaſcow 1638, which 
in the ſentence of excommunication againſt ſix of the pretended Biſhops,and making 
thelr proteſting againſt and declining of the Aſſembly, one of the cauſes of their ex- 
communication, ſays in expreſs and formal terms, which by the alli of Aſſembly is cen- 
ſurable by ſummary excommunication (whether it doth mean that act 1582, or ſomeo. 
thers, could not be gotten tried at Hndee for want of ſom of the regiſters at that timez 
but ſach reſpect was had to the authority of that grave Aſſembly , chat the truth of the 
relation made by it was not queſtioned )) ſo that all the abſurdities alledged here by 
the Writer, ſtrike as well againſt that Aiſembly , as againſt any man tha: alledgeth 
ſuch an act. And the Aſſembly at Dundee ſuppoſing themſelves to be a lawfull free 
Aſſembly, alledged no other ground in falling upon debate of that matter, then the 
Aſſembly at Glaſcom alledged (be it warrantable or not warrantable) for proceeding 
to ſentences. But further; the Writer while he would faſten a groſs abſurdity upon 
an Aſſembly making ſuch an act (and the Aſſembly of Glaſcow lays there hath been 
ſuch an act made) by a dilemma, he is in a great miſtake himſelf z for ' (conſidering 
that the act appointing ſuch to be ſummarly excommunicate, &c, is intended only 
againſt — againſt and declining of a General Aſſembly, not in any par- 
ticul ar act or acts thereof (which we confeſs may be proteſted again) but againſt the 
very being of it as null in it ſelf, and having no authority) there is no neceflity either 
of the ane ſuppoſe, or yet of the other following upon it: Not of the latter; for the 
act we ſpeak of ſaith, That decliners of a General Aſſembly ſhould be excommuni- 
cate; but an Aſſembly wrong conſtitute, and erring both, or only wrong Conſtitute, 
is no otherwiſe an Aſſembly then a painted man is a man, i. e. no man; nor yet 
the former, for 1 ſhall give you a third : It ſuppoſes a General Aſſembly rightly con» 
ſtitute, and not erring de ſaclo, though nor altogether infallible in it ſelf - er rightly 
conſtirute in all things belonging to the being of a free lawful Aſſembly, though 
(may be) erring in ſome particular acts; and ordains excommunication to be the 
cenſure of thoſe that decline and proteſt againſt ſuch an Aſſembly, I mean as to 
the very being of it. Truly this dilemmatick argument of the Writers might have been 
as well made againſt that act made by Ieſus Chriſt himſelf, Mar, 18. 17, He that 
negletts to hear the Church, let him be as a Heathen aud 4 Publican, i. e. excommunicate : 
For I ſuppoſe that this canon comprehends not only ſuch perſons as having offended 
againſt particular Brethren , come by degrees of proceſs before che Church, but alſo 
ſuch as ſhould offend only immediatly againſt that Church it ſelf. Freed ft 

2. It is propounded in general terms, without any expreſs diſtinQion or limita. 
tion; He that negledts to hear the Church, let him be excommunicate : juſt as this, He 
that declines a general Aſſembly , let him be excommunicate. Might not then theſe thar 
heard that canon firſt pre poned, reaſon'd juſt as the Writer doth here, if his arguments 
were good to make ſuch, an. a as. that is unreaſonable ? for it were to 9 

either 
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either that a Church cannot be corrupely conſtitute ; or cannot erte; or elſe 


ſuppoſe it were corruptly conſtitute, and did erre, yet that ir ougbt not to be diſ- 
obeyed nor declined, But the argument had been but a cavillation; for neither did 
follow neceſſarly to be ſuppoſed, There was a third, viz. 4 1 
called, i.e. a Church right conſtitute, and doing duty, _ not unerrable in ir ſelf, 
Here J leave the Writer of theſe additional reaſons , and leave all that hath been ſaid 
hitherto to be impartlally pondered by thee Chriſtian Reader, and accordingly 
judged of. The Father of Lights give unto thee and all his ſervants and people in the land, 


wiſdom, cven that which is from above, pure and peaceable, 


